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Appendix I 

Minority Report of Dr. Sharon Sutton 
In response to your request of 18 March 2013 for an e-mail signature that would indicate 
my general approval of the Final Report of the Virginia Mason Major Institutions Master Plan 
Citizens Advisory Committee (VMMC CAC), I must remind you that during the final meeting, 
when the Chair took a vote among the six persons in attendance, I did not approve this 
report. Having misnamed my vote that night (the Chair had offered no choices other than 
"approve"), I confirmed in two follow-up e-mails that I voted to abstain from approval. Herein 
I would like to clarify that I am unable to allow you to scan my signature into the report 
indicating my general approval: simply put, I abstain from approving or disapproving the 
report. 

The reasons for this vote relate to my strong objections to the cover letter and three sections 
of the report—"Recommendation to Adopt the Final Plan," "MIO Boundaries," and "Housing 
Replacement"—which are all interrelated. 

Cover Letter 

This letter states that: 

Virginia Mason identified a need for 3 million gross square feet of 
development—more than doubling its current authorized 
maximum size. The Committee struggled with this issue as it 
drives heights, setbacks, and boundary expansion impacts to the 
neighborhood. However as the Seattle Municipal code specifically 
states . . . that while the CAC receives information from the 
institution on need and may discuss it, [need] is not subject to 
negotiation . . . the CAC ultimately chose to focus on ways to 
mitigate the impacts of this amount of new development. 

In short, City regulations put the CAC in a one-down relationship to VM, distorting its 
participation by requiring a token rubber stamp for VM's expansion plan. Not only did 
I struggle with the reality of how to insert such a huge amount of square footage into 
the First Hill neighborhood, I was outraged at being dis-empowered by City 
regulations that, at the same time, mandate citizen participation. Because I cannot 
be complicit in such tokenism, I cannot approve the CAC's decision to focus upon 
mitigation rather than upon a meaningful exploration of what would be right for the 
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