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FISCAL NOTE FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS ONLY 

 

Department: Contact Person/Phone: CBO Analyst/Phone: 

Parks & Recreation Donald Harris/684-8018 Forrest Longman/684-0331 

 

Legislation Title:  AN ORDINANCE relating to the Department of Parks and Recreation; 

authorizing the acquisition of real property commonly known as 4201 16
th

 Avenue SW; 

authorizing acceptance and recording of the deed for open space, park, and recreation purposes; 

and authorizing acquisition by condemnation. 

 

Summary and background of the Legislation:  This proposed legislation authorizes the 

Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to acquire the property located at 4201 16
th

 Avenue 

SW by negotiation or condemnation.  The legislation also allows for the acceptance of the deed 

to the subject property for open space, park, and recreation purposes. 

 

On November 4, 2008, Seattle voters approved a six-year property tax levy, the 2008 Parks and 

Green Spaces Levy (Levy), for the purpose of improving and expanding the City’s parks and 

green spaces.  The Levy included an acquisition category calling for the City to acquire 

important inholding properties within the City’s greenspaces.   

 

The proposed Council Bill authorizes DPR to acquire, by voluntary agreement or by 

condemnation, a 17,000 square-foot property located within the West Duwamish Greenbelt.  The 

property is surrounded on all sides by DPR property and is currently improved with an 

unpermitted single-family house. DPR has been interested in this property for years in order to 

address encroachment, drainage and other property management issues; however, the City had a 

pending lawsuit that delayed any attempt at acquisition of the property. The house was recently 

foreclosed on by the lender and sold at auction to a real estate investor. This may be the last 

opportunity to remove this management headache before the new owner further improves and 

permits the property. The new owner is willing to consider selling the property to the City.  

 

The City is in the process of appraising the property. While we hope to negotiate a purchase with 

the owner, it may become necessary to acquire the property by eminent domain. It is anticipated 

that, after acquisition, the City will demolish the house, remove the driveway and restore the 

property to fit into the surrounding greenspace.  

 

Project Name: Project I.D.: Project Location: Start Date: End Date: 

West Duwamish 

GB- Shields 

K730050 4201 16
th

 Avenue 

SW 

4/2014 6/2015 

 

 

____ This legislation creates, funds, or anticipates a new CIP Project.  

 

____ This legislation does not have any financial implications.  
 

X__ This legislation has financial implications.  
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Appropriations:   

 

Fund Name 

and 

Number 

Department Budget 

Control 

Level* 

Existing 2014 

Appropriation 

New 2014 

Appropriation  

(if any) 

2015 

Anticipated 

Appropriation 

      

TOTAL      

 

Appropriations Notes:  Appropriations Notes:  Funding from the Neighborhood Parks 

Acquisition category of the Levy will pay for this acquisition. 

 

Spending Plan and Future Appropriations for Capital Projects:   
 

Spending Plan and Budget 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

Spending Plan        

Current Year Appropriation        

Future Appropriations        

 

Spending Plan and Budget Notes:  Costs for this acquisition will be funded from the Green Space 

Acquisition category of the Levy. 

 

 

Funding Source:  
 

Funding Source (Fund 

Name and Number, if 

applicable) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

        

TOTAL        

 

Funding Source Notes:  Costs for this acquisition will be from the Green Space Acquisition 

category of the Levy. 
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Uses and Sources for Operation and Maintenance Costs for the Project:  
 

O&M 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Total 

Uses        

Start Up        

On-going $94 $881 $898 $916 $935 $953 $4,677 

Sources (itemize)        

Park & Recreation 

Fund (10200) 

$94 $881 $898 $916 $935 $953 $4,677 

 

Operation and Maintenance Notes:  Single family residence and pavement will be demolished 

and revegetated.  Property is to be managed as part of the greenbelt. The area is completely 

fenced bordering DPR’s Westbridge maintenance facility to the east and the West Duwamish 

Greenbelt on the other three sides. It is at a street end and only a locked gate is exposed.  It is in 

an industrial area with extremely limited access. Limited graffiti removal and fence repair might 

be needed. The O&M numbers listed above assume a 2% inflation rate in each successive year. 

 

Funding sources for replacement of project:  As real property, this acquisition will not be 

subject to replacement. 

 

Other Implications:   
 

a)  Does the legislation have indirect financial implications, or long-term implications? 

The 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy provides funding for acquisition of new 

properties to fill gaps in the City’s greenspaces. DPR intends to manage the site by 

demolishing the building shortly after acquisition and maintaining it as part of the 

surrounding greenspace.  

 

b) What is the financial cost of not implementing the legislation? 

If this property is not acquired, the Department will have a constant management 

headache because of having a private residence within one of our major greenbelts.  

 

c) Does this legislation affect any departments besides the originating department?  

No. 

 

d) What are the possible alternatives to the legislation that could achieve the same or 

similar objectives?  

DPR could acquire another greenspace property, but no other alternative would address 

the current property management issues due to having this private inholding in the West 

Duwamish Greenbelt.  

 

e) Is a public hearing required for this legislation?  No. 

 

f) Is publication of notice with The Daily Journal of Commerce and/or The Seattle 

Times required for this legislation? 

Yes.  Publication of notice is a required step for authorization of condemnation. Notices 
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will be published in both The Daily Journal of Commerce and The Seattle Times before 

final action by the City Council, as required by State Law. 

 

g) Does this legislation affect a piece of property?  Yes. 

 

h) Other Issues:  None. 

 

List attachments to the fiscal note below:  

 

Attachment A: Map of the West Duwamish Greenbelt property - 4201 16
th

 Avenue SW 



©2014, CITY OF SEATTLE
All rights reserved.
No warranties of any sort, including
accuracy, fitness or merchantability
accompany this product.
Map date: April 24,02014
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