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AN ORDINANCE relating to responsibility for impound fees éﬁd amending Section
11.30.180 of the Traffic Code (Ordinance 108200) by no longer exempiing
certain owners of stolen vehicles or certain vehicles held for investiga-
tory purposes from paying an impoundment fee.

BE IT ORDATNED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. ' That Section 11.30.180 of Ordinance 108200 is amended to
read as follows:
Section 11.30.180 RESPONSIBILITY FOR FEES AS TO STANDBY TIME, STOLEN

VEHICLES OR VEHICLES HELD FOR INVESTITGATORY PURPOSES.

(a) No fee shall be assessed against the owner of a wvehicle for time

- elapsed aftér the towing equipment has arrived at the location of the wehicle

vto be towed and prior toc the operation of the towing equipment or performance

of the impound service.

| (b)  No impoundment fee and/or towing or storage charges shall be

assessed against the owner of a ((ststern)) vehicle when the vehicle is

impounded by order of the Police Department, and not by direction of the

vehicle owner, and verified as stolen by the Police Department, ((which-has

been-reeovered-by—the-potice-and-which~is-redeemed-bv-the-owner-en-er-before
the-£i£th—{5th)-day-after—impoundment;) ) when:

1) Substantial evidence of theft exists, as determined by the

recovering officer, or

2) the vehicle was reported stolen before it was impounded,

and there is no tangible evidence of negligence by an authorized

user which contributed to the theft, including, but not limited

to, kevs left on or in the vehicle,

Provided, that ((sueh)} the owner or the person authorized to ((ebtain
pessessien—ef-such—impounded) ) redeem the vehicle shall pay storage charges

commencing on the sixth (6th) day after impoundment for such purpose.
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{(c) No impoundment fee and/or towing or storage charges shall be
assessed against tﬁe owner of a vehicle which is being held for investigatory
purposes pursuant to Section 11.40.040(e) hereof and which is redeemed within
ninety-six (96) hours after the Police Department shall have notified the
owner of the release of such vehicle in writing in the manner provided in
Section 11.30.100(c); provided that such owner or person authorized to obtain
possession of such impounded wvehicle shall pay any charges assessed for

storage after such ninety-six (96) hour period; provided further, that if

the registered owner or the driver authorized by the registered owner is

arrested or charged with a crime in connection with the incident leading to

impoundment, the owner is not exempted from towing or storage charges.

cs 18.2




{To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section....2.. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the
provisions of the city charter.

Passed by the City Council the....... / ﬂ? ......... day of

Attestr e
City Comptroller and City Clerk

{SEAL)
Byé{éy

Published ... e it Gl

csSs 8.1.6



Your City, Seattle

Exacutive L“epanm&*‘:t -Office of Mar\agmwem and Bucget

c0P7 OF WA BEEMES

Noy 7 1979 | éng wd,

Casay Jones, Director
Charles Royer, Mayor
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CITY ATTORNLY
The Honorable Douglas Jewett
- City Artorney
City of Seattle

Dear Mr. Jewett: L " "
The Mayor is praposm» to the City Council that the enclosed legisla on
be adopted.

RECUESTING

DEPARDVMENT: Licenses and Consumer Affairs

SUBJECT: Amendments to the Traffic Code for Police Tmpound/Towing
Contract -

Pursuant to the City Council's S.0.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is
forwarding this request for legislation directly to your office for review and
drafting. :

After remem_ng this regquest and drafting appropriate Iecislation'

(X) File the legislation with the City Clerk for formal introduction to the
City Council as an Executive Recuest.

( ) Do not file with City Council but return the proposed lealslatmn to
B for our review. Return to

Sincerely,
Charles Royer
Mavyor

B}r . r

/|
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Your Ci& Seaﬁie

Executive Department-Office of Management and Budgst

Casey Jonegs, Director
Charies Royer, Mayor

Movember 7, 1979

The Honorable John Miller, President
Seattle City Council

{1th Floor, Municipal Building
Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Councilman Miller:

Attached is an ordinance amending Section 11.30.180 of the Traffic Code for your
consideration and action. The amendment provides relief for people who are victims
of stolen vehicle impounds. Under the amendment, the City would continue to pay
impound and towing fees, if the vehicle is verified as stolen and no evidence of
owner negligence is present.

We apologize for the long delay in forwarding this proposal to you. Many thanks go
to Councilman Revelie for his suggestions on how to amend the ordinance. His ideas
are fully incorporated into the proposed amendment.

Attached also you will find letters from the Licenses and Consumer Affairs and
Police Departments, stating their position and recommendation. This includes, as
well, background information which is pertinent to the subject matter.

Please contact us if you require additional information.

Sincerely,
e

5asey;’ png's
Budge%/Dzector

C3/ww/aba

Attachments

An equal employment opportunity - affirmative action employer.

City of Seattie-Exscutive Department » Office of Management and Budget » Room 402 Municipal Building - Seattle, Washington 8104 » 625-2551



Your
Seattle
Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs

Michaet E. Clift, Aciing Director
Charles Royer, Mayor

October 10, 1979

RECEIVER

OCT1 01979
The Honorable John Miller OFFICE OF maNAGEMENT
Seattle City Council & BUDGET

11th Floor, Municipal Building
Seattle, WA 98104

Via: OMB/Mayor's Office
Dear Councilman Miller:

Attached is a draft ordinance for your consideration and action
which amends Section 11.30.180 of the Traffic Code to prevent the
common abuse of reporting an impounded vehicle stolen to avoid paying
towing fees. In addition, if a vehicle is stolen because of the
owner's negligence, impound fees would not be paid by the City.

Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs' records indicate that
from 1978 to 1979 at least 47% of stolen wvehicle reports were
falsely made to avoid paying impound fees. Police Department
records show that 302 of vehicles reported stolen are recovered with
keys in them, indicating that either the owner was in violation of
RCW 46.61.600 for leaving a motor vehicle unattended with the keys
in it, or that the vehicle was reported stolen falsely. Although
these categories overlap, the attached proposal should save the City
an estimated 50% of the $45,000 projected to be paid for stolen
vehicles impounded by the City in 1980.

Most owners of stolen vehicles would not be assessed an impound fee
for their wehicles, if they did not contribute to the theft by
negligently leaving the vehicle unattended with keys in it. In the
rare case when a vehicle is stolen, and it is reported stolen after
it is impounded, and there is no evidence of theft such as forceable
entry, the owner could redeem the vehicle without paying for the
impound by signing a promissory note. Only after a court decision
that the vehicle was not stolen would the owner be required to pay.
This type of case is very rare, because most stolen vehicles are
abandoned for more than 24 hours before they are recovered, giving
the owner adequate time to report the vehicle stolen.

An egual employment opportunity - affirmative action employer.
City of Seattie—Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs, Consumer Affairs Division, 102 Seatile Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104 (208) 625-2536



ILetter to The Hororable John Miller
Re: Impounding of Vehicles
September 20, 1979

Page Two

This proposal includes clear, simple standards which could be
fairly administered by field personnel without greatly increasing
recordkeeping requirements. We believe that it provides for
fiscal responsibility by closing the false reporting loophole,
while providing that most owners of impounded stolen vehicles
will not be charged for the return of their vehicle.

Sincerely,

Ve
i a ﬂ,/?
/{f i w’i

MICHAEL E. CLIFT
Acting Director

tj’j/';/ﬂ lv

H

MEC:JSB:cal



mEGEIVE[
Seattle Police Department " seTLomn

Patrick S. Fitzsimons, Chief of Police {FFICE OF MAMAGEMENT
Chartes Royer, Mayor & 5&9@@
October 9, 1979

The Honorable John Miller ViA OMB AND

President MAYOR'S OFFICE
Seattle City Council

Refér‘eﬁce:) City Traffic Code - Payment of Police Ordered Impounds

Dear Councilman Miﬂer*:‘

Attached is a copy of the draft ordinance which is being submitted by
the Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs for your considera-
tion and action. This draft ordinance would amend Section 11,30.180

of the Traffic Code and is designed to determine, under the appropriate
circumstances, instances when the City of Seattle will pay towing
charges when a vehicle is impounded by order of the Seattle Police
Department.,

Briefly, under the proposed amendments, the following elements would
be considered:

1 Was the impound ordered by a police officer? For
your information, we have attached a copy of the
Seattle Police Department Rules and Regulations
regarding the circumstances which must exist before
a vehicle is impounded., In general, vehicles are
impounded for reasons of public safety or to further
a criminal investigation only.

2} The second element created by the amendments
requires a determination by the recovering officer
of whether or not he believes the vehicle was
stolen. Factors which influence the recovering
officer include the fact of whether or not the vehicle
was reported stolen prior to the impound, and
whether or not the owner or other person responsible
for the vehicle was negligent in a manner which sub-
stantially contributed to the theft, and whether or

An equal employment opportunity - affirmative action empioyer.

City of Seattie — Police Depariment, §10 Third Avenue, Seailtie, Washington 38104



The Honorable John Mitler
Cctober 9, 1978
Page Two

not the owner or authorized user viclated the law
by leaving keys in the vehicle which may have
been used by the person who stole the car.
Leaving keys in a vehicle is a violation of Seattie
Traffic Code as well as a violation of state law.

3) The third consideration of whether or not the City
should pay for the impoundment is determined by
the fact of whether an authorized user of the
vehicle was arrested or charged with a crime
which is directly connected to and led to the
impoundment of the vehicle,

The Police Department feels that the above factors need to be con~
sidered at a minimum in determining the City's obligation te pay for
an impoundment, In any case, the City can only pay for impounds
which are directed for the convenience of the City or for legitimate
public safety reasons.

We believe the attached proposal will achieve a balance between what
the City can legitimately be expected to pay for and other circumstances
where cars are impounded as a result of the actions of an authorized
user which led or contributed to the need for an impound.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,

Very truly yours,

PATRICK S5, FITZSIMONS
Chief of Polic

leo E. Poort
Police Legal Advisor

LEP:mik

Attachments: Copy of draft ordinance
Seattie Police Department Rules and Regulations

cC: Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs



Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-—SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily J ournal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has been for more
than siz months prior to the date of publication hereinafter
refered to, published in the English language continuously -
as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington,
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the
12th day of June, 1841, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact forrn annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily J ournal of Commerce, which was
regularly disiributed to ifs subsecribers during the below

was published on ... May. 28, 1980 ...

2=

Subscribed and sworn to before me on

May 28, 1980

S

for the State of Washin
/ / residing in Seattle.




