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ORDINANCE J A-

AN ORDINANCE relating to responsibility for impound fees and amending Section
11.30.180 of the Traffic Code (Ordinance 108200) by no longer exenpting
certain owners of stolen vehicles or certain vehicles held for investiga-
tory purposes from paying an inpoundment fee.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEA=. AS MIMOKS:

Section 1. 'That Section 11.30.180 of Ordinance 108200 is amended to

read as follows:

Section 11.30.180 RESPONSIBILITY FOA FEES AS To STANDBY TIM, STOLEN

VEHICLES OR VEHICLES HELD FOR INVESTIGATOM7 PURPOSES.

(a) No fee shall be assessed against the owner of a vehicle for tize

elapsed after the towing equipm.nt has arrived at the location of the vehicle

to be towed and prior to the operation of the towing equiprmnt or performnce

of the impound service.

(b) No inpoundment fee and/or toAng or storage charges shall be

assessed against the owner of a ((atalen)) vehicle when the vehicle is

order of the Police L)e2artment, and not by direction of the

ven-icle owner, and verified as stolen by the Police Depart-nent, ((vd4eh-llas

when:

I) Substantial evidence of theft exists, as deteE~~ned by thq

recoverip,q_2fficer, or

2) the vehicle wa

and there is no tangible evidence of _22gligence by an authorized

user which contributed to the thef t, including, but not limited

to, keys left on or in the vehicle,

Provided, that ((srieh)) the owner or the person authorized to ((abta+n

redeem the vehicle shall pay storage charges

com-encing on the sixth (6th) day after inpouna-ment for such purpose.
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storage after such ninety~-six (96) hour period; provided further, that if

(c) No impoundment fee and/or towing or storage charges shall be

assessed against the owner of a vehicle which is being held for investigatory

pu =,ses pursuant to Section 11.40.040(e) hereof and which is redeeTmd within

ninety-six (96) hours after the Police DepartTent shall have notified the

owner of the release of such vehicle in writing in the manner provided in

Section 11.30.100(c); provided that such owner or person authorized to obtain

possession of such impounded vehicle shall pay any charges assessed for

the Anier is

arrested or Rh~ed with a crime in connection with the incident leading to

inpoundment, the owner is not ~~~te~dfro~mtow~ing o~rstorage _charg~(E~~-

-2-
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(To be used for all Ordinances except Emergency.)

Section
.... 2.. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty days from and after its passage and

approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherwise it shall take effect at the time it shall become a law under the

provisions of the city charter.

I z May
Passed by the City Council the ....... -I'A ........... day of

...................... ....... t .........

19V6

and signed by me in open session in authentication of its passa

.......... .........

-Ma.y
............ ............. 5

19 !9.0

Approved by me this .... g

.

.......... day of
............ ........

.

Filed by me this
.... ~

40-S
......... day of ................. ......... ...........

Attest: ..........................................................................

City Comptroller and City Clerk.

(SEAL)

Published
............................. ......................................

-3-
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Your City, Seattle

'E'xcec~-;It~v,a --)eparttmant-Office of Managef-nent and Budge'L

Casey Jones, Oirector

Charles Royer, Mayor

NO 7 19791

1he Honorable Douglas Jewett

City Attorney
City of Seattle.

Dear Mr. Jewett:

Dougjas N, Jp--,~F-E~

CiTy Xr'-O": 11'~

A I

'

Nov 7 '197"

The Mayor Jis proposing to the City Council that the enclosed legisla
be adopted.

RE07EMM
DakqM-'r Licenses and Consumer Af fairs

SUEJE(M Aar-ndnients to the Traffic Code for Police Lnpound/Tow~Eg
Contract

to t1he City Council's S.O.P. 100-014, the Executive Department is

fon'7an'-Ling t1his request for legislaticn directly to your office for review and
draft.-Ing.

After revilew-Lng this request and drafting appropriate legislation

(K) File the legislation with the City Clerk for formal introduction to the
C'ity Co-mcil as an Executive Request.

Do not file with City Council but return the proposed legislation to0
U,B for our review, Return to

Sincerely,

~C-harles Royer
HK ayor



Your City, Seattle

Executive Department-Office of Management and Budget

Casey Jones, Director

Charles Royer, Mayor

November 7, 1979

The Honorable John Miller, President

Seattle City Council

I I th Floor, Municipal Building

Seattle, Washington 98104

Dear Councilman Miller:

_190mak.

SI)

Attached is an. ordinance amending Section 11.30.180 of the Traffic Code for your
consideration and action. The amendment provides relief for people who are victims

of stolen vehicle impounds. Under the amendment, the City would continue to pay
impound and towing fees, if the vehicle is verified as stolen and no evidence of

owner negligence is present.

We apologize for the long delay in forwarding this proposal to you. Many thanks go
to Councilman Revelle for his suggestions on how to amend the ordinance. His ideas

are fully incorporated into the proposed amendment.

Attached also you will find letters from the Licenses and Consumer Affairs and
Police Departments, stating their position and recommendation. This includes, as

well, background information which is pertinent to the subject matter.

Please contact us if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

Casey

Budgeii kector

CJ/ww/aba

Attachments

An equal employment opportunity - affirmative action employer.

City of Seattie-Executive Department - Office of Management and Budget - Room 402 Municipai Building - Seattle, Washington 98104 - 625-2551



Your

Seattle

Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs

Michael E. Clift, Acting Director

Charles Royer, Mayor

October 10, 1979

The Honorable ~-,rbhn Miller
Seattle City Council

11th Floor, Municipal Building

Seattle, WA 98104

via: OvS/Mayorls office

Dear Councilman Miller:

OCT 1 0 -1979

M 9
1
;~

'

9 To

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT

&
a

m
p

;

BUDGET

Attached is a draft ordinance for your consideration and action

which amends Section 11.30.180 of the Traffic Code to prevent the

camlmon abuse of reporting an impounded vehicle stolen to avoid paying

towing fees. In addition, if a vehicle is stolen because of the

owneris negligence, inpound fees would not be paid by the City.

Department of Licenses,and Consmer Affairs' records indicate that

from 1978 to 1979 at least 47% of stolen vehicle reports were

falsely nude to avoid paying impound fees. Police Department

records show that 30% of vehicles reported stolen are recovered with

keys in them, indicating that either the owner was in violation of

PLV 46.61.600 for leaving a motor vehicle unattended with the keys

in it, or that tl-e vehicle was reported stolen falsely. Although

these categories overlap, the attached proposal should save the City

an estimated 50% of the $45,000 projected to be paid for stolen

vehicles impounded by the City in 1980.

~bst owners of stolen vehicles would not be assessed an inpound fee

for their vehicles, if they did not contribute to the theft by

negligently leaving the vehicle unattended with keys in it. In the

rare case when a vehicle is stolen, and it is reported stolen after

it is impounded, and there is no evidence of theft such as forceable

entry, the owner could redeem the vehicle without paying for the

impound by signing a promissory note. only after a court decision

that the vehicle was not stolen would the owner be required to pay.

This type of case is very rare, because most stolen vehicles are

abandoned for more than 24 hours before they are recovered, giving

the owner adequate time to report the vehicle stolen.

An equal ernployrner,.t oPportunity - affirmative action employer.

City of Seattle- Department of Licensas and Consurner Affairs, Consumer Affairs Division, 102 Seattle Municipal Building, Seattle, Washington 98104 (206) 625-2536



Letter to The Honorable John Miller

Re: Inpouriding of Vehicles

September 20, 1979

Page Two

This proposal includes clear, sinple standards which could be

fairly administered by field personnel without greatly increasing

recordkeeping requixm~mts. We believe that it provides for

fiscal responsibility by closing the false reporting loophole,
while providing that nost owners of in-pounded stolen vehicles

will not be charged for the return of their vehicle.

Sincerely,

MICHAEL E. CTIFT

Acting Director

MEC:JSB:cal



Seattle Police Department

Patrick S. Fitzsimons, Chief of Police

Charles Royer, Mayor

Oct ober 9, 1979

The Honorable John Miller
President

Seattle City Council

OCT 10 1,979

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT

&
a

m
p

;

BUDGET

VIA OMB AND
MAYOR'S OFFICE

Reference: City Traffic Code - Payment of Police Ordered Impounds

Dear Councilman Miller..

Attached is a copy of, the draft ordinance which is being submitted by
the Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs for your considera-
tion and action. This draft ordinance would amend Section 11,30.180

of the Traffic Code and is designed to determine, under the appropriate
circumstances, instances when the City of Seattle will pay towing
charges when a vehicle is impounded by order of the Seattle Police
Department.

Briefly, underthe proposed amendments,, the following elements would
be considered:

1) Was the impound ordered by a police officer? For
your information, we have attached a copy of the

Seattle Police Department Rules and Regulations
regarding the circumstances which must exist before
a vehicle is impounded. In general, vehicles are

impounded for reasons of public safety or to further

a criminal investigation only.

2) The second element created by the amendments
requires a determination by the recovering officer

of whether or not he believes the vehicle was
stolen. Factors which influence the recovering
officer include the fact of whether or not the vehicle

was reported stolen prior to the impound, and
whether or not the owner or other person responsible
for the vehicle was negligent in a manner which sub-

stantially contributed to the theft, and whether or

An equal employrnent opportunity - affirmative action employer.

City of Seattle- Police Department, 610 Third Avenue, Seattle, Washington 981.04



The Honorable John Miller

October 9,, 1978

Page Two

not the owner or authorized user violated the law

by leaving keys in the vehicle which may have

been used by the person who stole the car.

Leaving keys in a vehicle is a violation of Seattle

Traffic Code as well as a violation of state law.

The third consideration of whether or not the City

should pay for the impoundment is determined by

the fact of whether an authorized user of the

vehicle was arrested or charged with a crime

which is directly connected to and led to the

impoundment of the vehicle.

The Police Department feels that the above factors need to be con-

sidered at a minimum in determining the City's obligation to pay for

an impoundment, In any case, the City can only pay for impounds

which are directed for the convenience of the City or for legitimate

public safety reasons.

We believe the attached proposal will achieve a balance between what

the City can legitimately be expected to pay for and other circumstances

where cars are impounded as a result of the actions of an authorized

user which led or contributed to the need for an impound.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Very truly yours,

PATRICK S. FITZSIMONS
Chief of Police

Leo E. Poort

Police Legal Advisor

LEP:mk

Attachments- Copy of draft ordinance

Seattle Police Department Rules and Regulations

CC* Department of Licenses and Consumer Affairs



C-164 Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KING COUNTY-SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an

Journal of Commerce,
representative

of The Dail,

daK-,,~- aewsPaPer, which newspaper is a legal newspape~

circulation and it is now and has been for more

or to the date of publication hereinafter

refe--ed- t n the English language continuously

cia-y ---teiN~;naper in Seattle, King County,

artal it is now and during a'I of said time was printed in an

rf~-- r-m-fained at the aforesaid place of publication of

1.111-~!s ne,,~,spaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the

12th day
-

of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by

the Siinerior Court of King County.

Thp notce in the exact form annexed, was published in

"pol2l~!r issues of The Dailv journal of Commerce, which was
low

,)utc-d to its subscribers during the bel
reg:Aarly

stat.e.-d period. The annexed notice, a ------------------------------------------

-YA ---- ------------------------ - ------------ --- --

............ ...... - ................ ............. ---- ............. -- ------- ------ -------------------- -.

was published on ---- Eay--- .................. --.- ..............

----- - ............ .................. -- ..... --- ............. ------ I ......... --------------- ........

.......... ....... -- ...... ........ -- ...... ............. --.- ..... ............ ----------

-----------

Subscribed mid sworn to before me on

1980, /-)
I?---- ---,;

-------- V- ----------------

Notqgf)~ublle for the State of Washin
residing Sn Seattle.


