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“orpInance 140374

' AN -ORDINANCE amendlng the admissions tax to clarify that tax

redgctlons,durlng 1982, and thereafter, pertain_only to
certain cultural events, and not to all taxes collected
by private nonprofit organizations.

WHEREAS,'the City approved C.B. #102734 reducing admissions

taxes for certain activitles of private, nonprofit
organizations; and:

WHEREAS,)C.B‘ $1027%4 must be clarified to express'theVSCOpe
of the tax reduction; Now, Therefore;

~BE IT OﬁDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:

':Section 1. Effectire on the effective‘date_of,CtBa
#102#34, Section 5.40.020 of the Seattle Mﬁhicipal Codez(as_
last amended by C.B. 102734) is amended as follows:':}:..

5.40.020 TAX LEVIED -- EX {EMPTIONS. '

A. There is 1ev1ed and imposed a tax upon'everyonew

w1thout legard to age, who pays an adm1551on charge as

deflned 1n Sectlon 5 40, 010 prov1ded, that such tax shall

not apply to anyone paylng an adm1531on-charge of Ten Cents?

- (80, 10) or luss or to any act1v1ty of any. elementary or

secondary sch00r as. contemplated by RCW 35 21 280 or to an

opera, concert, dance recltal or 11ke muslcal entertal .nant,

1 a pl Y, puppet show ‘or dramatlc reading, an exhlbltlon of
'7 palntlng, sculgture, or ar:z 1stlc or. hlstorlcal objects, or
~to-a_museum,;historic vessel or science center,rwhen a
"colleée}or uhiversity or nohprotlt tax—organlzatlon, as.
_deflned 1n Sectlon 5,40. 010 and reglstered under Sectlon
;5 40, 080 publlcly sponsors ana performs such acth1ty, and

’recelves the use and beneflt or adm1551on charges collected-

prov1ded further, that durlng 1982 the fereq01ng excluslon

'ﬁfrom taxat10n shall not apply when a cuest artlst ot other

_ 3person supplles the major portlon of the materlals on

exhlbltlon or of the performance ot cuch act1v1ty of .the.
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11} nonprofit tax-exempt organization.
2 -~ 'B.  The tax.here imposed éhall be in the amount of
3 1 five percent on each admission charge or charge for season
a4 e 6f series ticket; provided, unitl January_l; 1983, the'tax:
5 -imposed upon taxable admissions to the ((suiturad events))
é' 'éctivitiés itemized in sub-section A, above, charged by a
'5‘ ((privater neﬁpféfit)f-college,.universiti§§r9£fnonpro£i£
. £ax—exempt'organizations for events féaturing guest aftists
. shall be_in_the amount of two and one-half percent (2—1/2%)
o _;on.each_admission charge or charge for season or series
10: E fiékets, for each admission to. live entertainment; and
11 | - thereafter, no tax,shail be applied to such admissions to
12 { {(euteural events)) the itemized activities Featuring guest
13 'arfists charged by ({(privater neonprefit)) colleges,_uhiversitiés
14 |- oxr nonprofit tax-exempt organizations. Any fraction of tax
15" bne~half cent or more shall result in.a_tax a# the nexﬁ
_ highest full cent.. - 7
_”16, | C. ¢Amounts-pdid for édmissibn by season ticket orl_
'??, fsﬁbscription shall be exempt if the amount. which wouldrbe_
18 V°Eharged to the holder or subscriber for a single admission
o 19_  is:fifteen cents or less.
E édV' _ ' _;*D. ”-Anyphe haVing the use of a box or seat permanéntly
21 - 16}:£or'a'speéified period, shall péy:in addition.térthg tax.
e ":requiregrfor aémission under subsections-A and B of ££is
23'7 fSecti&ﬁ:a.tAXVin the amount:of five percént ofrthe pricé'ofr
 -1: ':_'Sﬁch.bOX 6r seat; the éame £§7be'¢ollectéd ahd remitted'iﬁ.théfi
2247'f”  ﬁaﬁner:pr6vided.in_Seétioﬁ'5.40.070 by thé person selling :
;5:‘  sﬁch'ti§kets. | |
26 Séctioh_Z; Anjﬁéﬁt cohéistéhfrwifh-theﬁaﬁtha?ityiand_
27 f_ §;ipf7£§iEhé effective_date_of thié ordinahcé is héreby | -2 - ,;ﬁ;
28 | ratified and confirmed. | |
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{To be used for all Ordinnnées-exé'f;pt Emérgency.)

Section...3., This ordinance ‘shall take effect and be in fome thirty days fmm and after its passage and
approval, if approved by the Mayor; otherw:se it shall take effect at the time it shall become a Iaw under the
: prov:sxons of the city charter. :

- Passed by the City Councxl the...L l‘:b* .............. déy of... ey, M

and signed by me in Gpen session in authentication of its passage

S :\G\mxmw:j ............... SR , 19,

~ Approved by me this....1 "lﬂ\’ ..... day of,.......“.

_City Comph'olier and Ci

(SEAL)

Published........ooonreioniciiiesisnes et S ' Deputy Clark.
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Your I Sy
- Seattle - |
Department of Llcenses and Consumer Affalrs

ResfnaL Glenn, Director ) i . o TR e e

Charles Royer, Mayor. . . )
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ouglas M. Jewelt
CITY ATTORNEY

The Honorable Douglas Jewett
City Attorney

City of Seattle

'01-10-01

;Attn " Don Stout Director, Advisory ﬁivision
Amendment to the Adm1551ons Tax Ordlnanue

Dear Mr. Stout:

| " In draiting the 1982 Budget the City Council also
approved an amendment to Seattle Municipal Code 5.40.020
(Admissions Tax). The amendment was contained in

C.B. 102734 which was adopted by the Clty Counc11 on.
November 30, 1881. (See attached) -

Since the Council's approval of this Dill we have
received numerous calls from the public and non-profit
organizations concerning the scope of the amendment. B It
is our understanding that the City Council intended to
levy a 24% tax on admigsions charged by non=profit organi-

zations for guest artist performances (i.e., those organi-
~zations and events referenced in the last proviso of Part A,
-8SMC 5.40.020). A number of individuals believe that  the
ordinance would allow payment of the 2% tax (as opposed .
~to the 5% tax) on the admissions charged for sporting events
and other events-- not-neCessarily guest artists.

: . . In short, I am - requesting a formal op1n10n c1ar1fy1ng
. o ' C.B. 102616 and stating whether C.B. 102616 includes non-:

R guest artist events sponsored by nonprofits (not necessarlly:-
nonprofit  tax- exempt organlzatlons) in. the 2i% tax rate : B
"provision. ;

, L : S e 2T Anequal enployment opportunity - ah‘irmahve achon employer .
‘, s City of Seame—Dspanment of Licenses and Consurner Nfalrs Consumemﬁalrs Dlvxslo n, 102 Seaﬂle Mumclpal Building, Seaﬂle Washington 98104, (206) 625 5500
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: In the alternatlve 1I you feel that an amendment
to C.B. 102734 is more approprlate please let me know:
and we will prepare the necessary legislative packape.

~I"believe that deleting the phrase "private, nonprofit

organization' and substituting the phraae_”nonproflt

tax-exempt organization, as defined in Section 5,40, 010“

would resolve any confu51on over which organizations -
and events fall under the 23% rate, and whlch would pay.

,adm1331ons tax at the 5% rate.

Slnce the effectlve date of this amendment is fast

abproachlng a qulck response would bg_deeply appreciated.

Sincerely; 7 '
/

lenn

‘o , G
irector

RLG:1lrr

cc: John Saven, Budget Director
. Peter Moy, Director, Legislative Audits
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Affidavit of Publication

STATE OF WASHINGTON
KiNG COUNTY—SS.

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an
authorized representative of The Daily Journal of Commerce,
a daily newspaper,- which newspaper is a legal newspaper
of general circulation and it is now and has heen for more
than six months prior to the date of publication hercinatter

" refered to, published in the English language continuously

as a dally newspaper in Seattle, King County; Washmgton
and it is now and during all of said time was printed in an
office maintained at the- aforesaid place of publication of
this newspaper. The Daily Journal of Cornmerce was on the
12th day of June, 1941, approved as a legal newspaper by
the Superxor Court of ng County.

The notice-in the exact form annexed, was published in
regular issues of The Daily Journal of Commerce which was

‘regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below
_stated period. The annexed notice, a

Ord inance No. 110374

was pﬁblished'on Januafy 21. 1982

O,//Z /ff'// 772(/»()

scnbed and sworn to’ before me on

Ja uarv,.),],. 198‘2// ST

( y &Y

Nc;ta/ Public df the State of Washingtop!
- ranldlng ln Boattle.




