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AN ORDINANCE relating to P-Patch fees,
authorizing application fees; establishing new base
permit fees by plot size; allowing the Director of the
Department of Neighborhoods to adjust fees to reflect
increased operating costs and waive or reduce fees
under certain circumstances; and amending SMC -
Section 3.35.060. = = t
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AN ORDINANCE relating to P-Patch fees, authorizing application fees; establishing new base
permit fees by plot size; allowing the Director of the Department of Neighborhoods to
adjust fees to reflect increased operating costs and waive or reduce fees under certain
circumstances; and amending SMC Section 3.35.060.

WHEREAS, in an effort to simplify fee collection and create a more comprehensive fee
structure, the Department of Neighborhoods is proposing new base application fees and
permit fees for the P-Patch program; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council intend that P-Patch plots continue to be accessible and
affordable for low-income persons, and that the Director of the Department of
Neighborhoods grant reductions in fees and/or waivers for that purpose; and

WHEREAS, Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.35.060 authorizes the Director of the Department
of Neighborhoods to partially offset costs for the P-Patch Program by collecting fees; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council intend that the P-Patch Program’s base fees be adjusted
to account for changes in the Consumer Price Index and to reflect actual or expected
increases in operating costs including, but not limited to, water, lease fees, or equipment
maintenance; and

WHEREAS, the increase in water usage and utility rates is impacting the costs of running the P-
Patch program; NOW, THEREFORE

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.35.060, as last amended by Ordinance

120985, is hereby amended as follows:
SMC 3.35.060 Garden plot fee schedule; permits

A. To partially offset the costs of the P-Patch program, the Director of the Department of
Neighborhoods (“Director”) is authorized to establish and collect fees for applications for, and
for the use of, P-Patch garden plots and to grant revocable permits for such use. ((Subjectte
adjustraents-autherized-in-this-seetions—£))Fees shall include an application fee ((be)) and a permit
fee. The permit fee shall vary ((established)) in accordance with the size of garden plot used by
the program participant((s)) and shall ((be-as-folews:)) generally be based on a standard unit of

one hundred square feet. Beginniﬂg, January 1, 2004, the base application fee shall be Twenty
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Dollars ($20) per vear for any size plot, and the base permit fee shall be Ten Dollars ($10) per

year for each standard unit or any part of a standard unit. These initial base fees shall be subject

to_adjustments as authorized in subsections B, C and D of this section. The Director may waive

fees and allow reductions from base fees as authorized in subsections E and F of this section.

B. The Director shall adjust the base fees every two (2) years approximately in
proportion to the change in the Consumer Price Index, All Urban Consumers, published by the
federal government, or a substitute or successor index selected by the Director. The ((next)) first |
such adjustment shall take effect January 1, 2005.

C. The Director also may increase base fees for anv vear to reflect actual or expected

increases in operating costs, including but not limited to water, lease fees, or equipment

| maintenance, provided that neither the base application fee nor the base permit fee for a standard

unit shall vary by more than five per cent (5%) from the respective fee that would apply under

subsections A and B of this section.

D. The Director may establish reduced base application fees or base permit fees, or both,

for plots substantially smaller than a standard unit, including accessible raised beds, ((with

e;)) so long as the total base fees ((at-a-rate)) per

square foot are no less than an amount generally consistent with the total base fees per square

foot ((rate)) for the standard unit. ((
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E. The Director may accept a reduced permit fee from a participant who is given access
to a plot after a significant portion of the growing season has expired, prorated to reflect the
number of months remaining in the growing season.

F. The Director may waive application fees or permit fees, or both, or set reduced fees,

for plots used by low-income persons, and for organizations using plots dedicated to food bank

gardening, otherwise operated to benefit Jow-income persons, or dedicated to educational

purposes. If the Director waives or reduces fees under this section, the Director shall adopt

policies regarding the income levels eligible for waivers or reduced fees, the types of

organizations and programs eligible for such waivers or reductions, and conditions of eligibility.

consistent with the intended public purposes for such waivers and reductions. The Director may

Limit the amount of area for which specified waivers or reductions may be allowed in order to

prevent undue impacts on the revenues of the program.

Section 2. The City Council finds that the new fee structure authorized in Section 1 of
this ordinance, which is expected to increase revenues by approximately ten thousand dollars
($10,000) in 2004, is necessary to cover the estimated increased costs of water due to rate

increases and the increased number of P-Patches.
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Section 3. Nothing in this ordinance shall affect P-Patch fees for periods ending earlier
than January 1, 2004. Subject to the foregoing, this ordinance shall take effect and be in force
thirty (30) days from and after its approval by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the
Mayor within ten (10) days after presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipal Code

Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the an day of §oveemipesn. , 2003, and signed by me in open

session in authentication of its passage this g?i\i" day of gieusmeen. » 2003,

Pres1dent ' of the 1ty Council

Approved by me this k day Of%‘% M}@% . wwlé%ﬁ, / L \\‘
&, "a oy 4 i S, )
e ?;3‘%’ K,\ ;1 .Q.Q? t‘ .
Gfegm'y?’fi Nlckels Mayor o~
¥ S

m,,.‘x 3' ':.’ y

<
Filed by me this %} _xs dayof

City C@‘k - REE

(Seal)




@,‘3 City of Seattle

Gregory J. Nickels, Mayor

Office of the Mayor

September 29, 2003

Honorable Peter Steinbrueck
President

Seattie City Council

City Hall, Second Floor

Dear Council President Steinbrueck:

The attached ordinance amends Seattle Municipal Code (SMC) Section 3.35.060 relating to P-Patch
plot fees in order to: 1) establish a new fee structure that includes an application fee and base permit
fee assessed by plot size; 2) allow the Director of the Department of Neighborhoods to adjust fees
based on increased operating costs; and 3) waive plot fees to benefit low-income gardeners. The
new fees, which include an increase that will raise approximately ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to
cover rising water costs, are structured so as to simplify fee collection.

Thank you for your consideration of this legisiation. Should you have questions, please contact Rich
Macdonald, Department of Neighborhoods at 386-0088.

kS

Sincerely,

600 Fourth Avenue, 7th Floor, Seattle, WA 98104
Tel: (206) 684-4000, TDD: (206) 684-8811 Fax: (206) 684-5360, E:mail: mayors.office@ci.seattle.wa.us
\n equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer. Accommodations for people with disabilities provided up, meit
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2004 BUDGET LEGISLATION FISCAL NOTE
Note: This fiscal note template may be used for most pieces of budget legislation. Certain legislation
submitted with the budget (e.g., the Supplemental Ordinance, Drug Forfeiture Legislation, Money
Laundering Forfeiture Legislation, etc.), require that the standard fiscal note template be used with some
modification. Please work with your Budget Analyst so that your fiscal note provides the information that
is required during the budget process. The standard template can be found on the Legislation Tracking
Page on the inweb at http://inweb/legislationtracking/

Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
Department of Rich Macdonald/386-0088 Sara Levin/684-8691
Neighborhoods

Legislation Title:

AN ORDINANCE relating to P-Patch fees, authorizing application fees; establishing new
base permit fees by plot size; allowing the Director of the Department of Neighborhoods to
adjust fees to reflect increased operating costs and waive or reduce fees under certain
circumstances; and amending SMC Section 3.35.060.

¢ Summary of the Legislation: The Director of the Department of Neighborhoods,
pursuant to Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.35.060, is authorized to partially offset
costs for the P-Patch Program by collecting fees. In addition, this legislation
establishes a new fee structure that includes an application fee and base permit fee
assessed by plot size effective January 1, 2004. The legislation also allows the
Director to adjust fees to reflect increased operating costs; in 2004, fees reflect
increased water costs. Finally, the legislation allows the Director to waive or set
reduced fees for plots that support low-income gardeners or serve educational
purposes.

Background: Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.35.060 authorizes the Director of the
Department of Neighborhoods to offset costs for the P-Patch Program by collecting fees.
The legislation establishes a new fee structure that includes an application fee and base
permit fee assessed by plot size, effective January 1, 2004. The new fee structure should
ease administrative collection time. In addition to creating the new few structure, the
attached ordinance provides an increase in revenue to cover water costs that have grown
in recent years due to an increase in utility rates and additional gardens being added to the
P-Patch Program. During the 2004 application cycle, the increased revenue will total
approximately ten thousand dollars ($10,000). Finally, the ordinance allows the Director
to waive or set reduced fees for plots that support low-income gardeners or serve
educational purposes. This change reflects the special effort that P-Patch performs to
reach out to low income and under-served populations. (It should be noted that P-Patch
Program fees do not fully cover the cost of the Program (e.g., utilities, land
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acquisition/maintenance, administration, etc.) P-Patch Program costs not covered by fee
revenue are paid from the General Fund.

e Please check one of the following:
This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete
the remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)

X___ This legislation has financial implications. (Please complete all relevant sections
that follow.)

Anticipated Revenue/Reimbursement (in $1,000s):

Fund Name and Department .| Revenue Source 2003 2004
Number Revenue Revenue
General Fund Neighborhoods Plot fees $0 $10
00100

TOTAL $10

Notes: P-Patch plot fees were last raised for the budget cycle 2003-2004 pursuant to
Seattle Municipal Code Section 3.35.060, which authorizes the Director of the
Department of Neighborhoods to adjust P-Patch plot fees for inflation, as approximated
by the Consumer Price Index, All Urban Consumers, every two years. Seattle’s P-Patch

plot fees generally exceed fees in community garden programs in other parts of the
nation.

e What is the financial cost of not implementing this legislation? Without the ability to
adjust fees to reflect increased costs, the City would either have to allocate additional
funds from the General Subfund to cover increased water rates, or P-Patch staff would

incur extra staff expense trying to assist each of 70 P-Patches to pay for their own
water.

o What are the possible alternatives to the legisiation that could achieve the same or
similar objectives? P-Patch staffs are working with gardeners to educate them about
water conservation; however, there is no viable alternative to generate the revenue
that this legisiation allows.

e Is the legislation subject to public hearing requirements? N/A

o Other Issues (including long-term implications of the legislation). The contemplated
surcharge and change to the plot fee structure may make the costs of the program
exorbitant for some individuals, potentially driving gardeners from the Program. P-
Patch staff will work to ensure that alternatives exist for those who cannot pay.
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City of Seattle,Clerk's Office

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was con the 12™ day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Daily

Journal of Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period.
The annexed notice, a

CT:121341 ORD IN FULL

was published on

12/16/2003
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