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Catherine Moore/td

2009 Council Rules Revision Resolution
December 14, 2009

Version #3

RESOLUTION 31171

A RESOLUTION revising certain City Council procedures; adopting a new set of Rules and Procedures
of the Seattle City Council to supersede those adopted by Resolution 31027.

WHEREAS, by Resolution 31027, the Seattle City Council adopted "Rules and Procedures of The City
Council" to govern both its internal management and the procedures available to the public, in

conformance with the City Charter and the customary practice of legislative bodies; and

WHEREAS, the Council procedures and rules should guide and facilitate Council deliberations as well as
provide the public with an understanding of council functioning; and o

WHEREAS, although the rules affecting public interaction with the Council are still well-suited to their

objectives, alterations to the council's internal procedures are appropriate to better serve the
Council's needs;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
SEATTLE:

Section 1. The "Rules and Procedures of the Seattle City Council” dated December 14, 2009,
attached to this Resolution, are adopted as the official rules and procedures of the Seattle City Council, as

directed by the City Charter.

Section 2. The "Rules and Procedures of the Seattle City Council" adopted in Section 1 shall be
filed with the City Clerk forthwith, and copies shall be made available to the public by the Clerk for the

fee prescribed by ordinance.

Form last revised on 11/18/08 I
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Catherine Moore/td

2009 Council Rules Revision Resolution
November 23, 2009
Version #2

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect imnmediately. The "Rules and Procedures of the City

Council" in Section 1 supersede those adopted by Resolution 31027 .

in open session in authentication of its adoption this

of

Y
Adopted by the City Council the f”}#day of_Decembel , 2009, and signed by me

Decembeil 2009, e

Président ] of the City Council

' Filed by me this /7 fd‘;;/ of Degetaden 2009

City Clerk

Attachment A: "Rules and Procedures of the City Council"

(Seal)




L.

GENERAL RULES AND PROCEDURES
OF THE SEATTLE
CITY COUNCIL

MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

A. Members.

1.

The members of the City Council shall establish rules for its proceedings.
(City Charter Article IV, Section 4, Second)

As the Legislative branch of City government, the City Council shall
establish policy for the City.

No individual member of the Council shall have or exercise executive or
administrative power, except as provided in the Charter. (City Charter
Article IV, Section 4, Fifth)

Duties and Responsibilities of Members of the City Council include, but
are not limited to:

a) Upholding the public trust, demonstrating integrity, honesty and
fairness;

b) Exercising budget and fiduciary responsibility;
) Being responsive to citizens;

d) Disqualifying themselves from acting on City business when
disqualification is required by the City’s Code of Ethics (SMC
-4.16), by common law, or by the Appearance of Fairness Doctrine.
(See also “Council Rules for Quasi-Judicial Proceedings Before
the City Council” as adopted by Resolution 31001.) (See also Rule
VI.A.1 Voting Required.)

B. President.

1.

Biennially, and also whenever the position becomes vacant, the Council
shall choose from its members a President, who shall perform the usual
functions of a presiding officer. (City Charter Article IV, Section 4, First)

The President may be removed by the affirmative vote of not less than
two-thirds of all the members. (City Charter Article IV, Section 4, First)




Duties and Responsibilities of the President include but are not limited to:

a)

b)

d)

g)

h)

The President shall call the Council to order at the hour appointed
for meeting, or at the hour to which the Council shall have
adjourned at the preceding session, and if a quorum be present in
attendance, shall proceed with the order of business and adjourn
the Council when business is deemed finished.

The President shall, in open session, sign all Bills in authentication
of their passage (City Charter Article IV, Section 11); and the
President shall sign all Resolutions in authentication of their
adoption.

The President shall promote efficient operation of the Council,
which shall include setting the Full Council agenda and expediting
parliamentary debate, or if there is no objection from any other
member, expediting the passage of routine motions.

The President may speak to points of order, inquiry, or information
in preference to other members and shall decide all questions of
order subject to an appeal to the Council by any member. (See also
Rule V.E. Point of Order.)

While speaking upon any question before the Council, the
President shall have the right to turn the chair over to the President
pro tem,

The President shall preserve order and decorum within the
Chambers.

The President shall appoint the membership to special or non-
standing committees as required, or as deemed necessary to
efficiently conduct the business of the Council.

The President shall monitor standing committee agendas to ensure
issues are appropriate to respective committees, and within the
scope or work program of said committee, or as otherwise
assigned. '

In the absence from the City, or incapacitation of the Mayor, the
President shall act as Mayor. (City Charter. Article V Section 9)




7) The President may simultaneously serve as Council President and
act as Mayor; however, when the President, acting as Mayor, is
confronted with a conflict of duties and responsibilities so
fundamental that the public interest requires it, as to the particular
matter he/she shall act as Mayor only.

k) The President shall provide for the orientation of new
Councilmembers.

)] The President shall head the Legislative Department. (City Charter
Article 111, Section 3)

C. President Pro Tem.

1. Biennially the Council will designate by Resolution a list of Presidents pro
tem. The list will be based upon seniority and will rotate the position
monthly.

2. In the absence of the President Pro Tem, the Councilmember designated

for the next month shall assume the role of President Pro Tem.

3. Duties and Responsibilities of the President Pro Tem include but are not
limited to:
a) The President Pro Tem will act as President in the case of
incapacitation or absence of the President. (City Charter Article V,
Section 9)
b) For the purposes of this section the President is not “absent” when

acting as Mayor.
I1. MEETINGS

A. Regular Meetings.
1. Full Council Meetings. (City Charter Article IV, Section 6)

a) The Full Council shall meet each Monday with exceptions as listed
below.

1. If Monday is a legal holiday, then the regular Full Council
" meeting shall be held on the next day not a legal holiday.




b)

d)

it. Regular meetings are not held on the last two Mondays in
August and the last two Mondays in December.

ii. Regular meetings shall convene at 2:00 p.m. The time of
" adjournment shall be entered in the Journal of the
Proceedings.

iv. - Any regular meeting of the Full Council may be canceled
with the concurrence of a majority of the members of the
Council.

Preliminary agendas of upcoming regular Full Council meetings,
listing items on which action is expected to be taken, will be made
available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to
provide the preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at least
two business days prior to the meeting,

Full Council regular meetings shall be held in the Council
Chamber, in Seattle City Hall. The City Council may meet at
another location in the event of an emergency or disaster. (City
Charter Article IV, Section 6)

A quorum shall consist of a majority of all nine Councilmembers,

except as set forth in Subsection f of this section. (City Charter
Article IV, Section 3, Subsection A)

Less than a quorum of councilmembers may adjourn from day to
day, or until the next regular meeting, and may compel the
attendance of absent members in such a manner and under such
penalties as the Council shall prescribe. (City Charter Article IV,
Section 3, Subsection A) (See also Rule XI.A.2. Attendance at
Sessions of Full Council.)

Under any of the following circumstances, a quorum shall be
determined under this section (Subsection f):

(1) Except when Subsection I1.A.f.2 applies, in order to select
a person to fill a vacancy on the City Council, a quorum
shall consist of a majority of those Councilmembers
holding office at the time the Council makes the selection,
and for such purpose a majority of such members holding
office at the time the council makes the selection shall
constitute a majority of the council. (City Charter Article
IV, Section 3, Subsection A)




(2)  During a declared emergency under Article V, Section 2 of
the City Charter, a quorum shall for all purposes consist of
a majority of all those Councilmembers who are available
to participate in Council meetings and are capable of
performing the duties of office, and a majority of such
members available to participate in Council meetings and
capable of performing the duties of office shall constitute a
majority of the Council. (City Charter Article IV, Section
3, Subsection A)

Council Briefings.

a)

b)

g)

h)

The Council will hold Council Briefings to discuss and receive
briefings on issues of general interest.

Regular Council Briefings shall ordinarily be held at 9:30 a.m.
each Monday, or if Monday is a holiday, then on the next day not a
legal holiday.

The Council President or his/her designee chairs the Council
Briefings.

No binding votes may be taken at Council Briefings.

Preliminary agendas of upcoming regular Council Briefings, listing
items for which discussion is expected, will be made available to
the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide the
preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at least two business
days prior to the meeting,.

Council Briefings shall be held in Council Chambers, in Seattle
City Hall, unless a specific alternate location is established by the

President, and appropriate public notice and access are provided.

Council Briefings may be canceled by the Council President at any
time.

There shall be no quorum requirement for Council Briefings.

Standing Committee Meetings. -

2)

Standing committee meetings will generally be held twice
monthly, in accordance with committee assignment guidelines.




b) Preliminary agendas for upcoming regular standing committee
meetings, listing items for which discussion and/or
recommendation is expected, will be made available to the public.
All reasonable effort will be made to provide the preliminary
agenda online and in hard copy at least two business days prior to
the meeting.

c) All reasonable effort will be made to make materials that are to be
presented in standing committee meetings available online at least
24 hours in advance of the committee meeting, and copies will be
made available to those attending the meeting. Materials for
Executive Session are exempted where provided for by law.

d) Standing committee meetings are held in the Council Chamber in
Seattle City Hall unless a specific alternate location is established
by the Chair with the concurrence of a majority of the regular
members of that committee, and appropriate public notice and
access are provided.

€) The committee Chair may cancel a committee meeting at any time.

1) There shall be no quorum requirement for standing committee
meetings.

g) Standing committees shall not vote on a final recommendation on

any Bill, Resolution, or Clerk File on the same day that a public
hearing was held on that item, except upon passage of a motion by
the Chair to do so.

h) Standing committees that meet after noon on Thursday, or on
Friday shall not refer legislation to the next regular Full Council
meeting for final action, except upon passage of a motion by the
Chair to do so.

B. Special Meetings.

1.

Full Council.

a) The Mayor, the President of the City Council, or any three
Councilmembers, may call a special meeting of the Council
consistent with the provisions of RCW 42.30.080. (City Charter
Article IV, Section 6)

b) Notices of special meetings shall be in accordance with RCW
42.30.080.




c) The only items of business for which final action may be taken at a
special meeting shall be those items listed on the written notice.

d) Special meetings are held in the Council Chamber in Seattle City
Hall, unless a specific alternate location is established by the party
calling the meeting, be that the Mayor, the Council President, or
three Councilmembers, and notice as required under RCW

42.30.080 is given.
2. Standing Committees.
-a) Special meetings of standing committees may be scheduled by the

committee Chair.

b) Preliminary agendas of upcoming special standing committee
meetings, listing items for which discussion and/or
recommendation is expected, will be made available to the public.
All reasonable effort will be made to make the preliminary agenda
available online and in hard copy at least two business days prior
to the meeting.

C. Executive Sessions.

1. Executive sessions may be held during Full Council Meetings, Council
Briefings, meetings of the Committee of the Whole, or standing, or
special committee meetings, whether regular, or special meetings, and at
other times as allowed by RCW 42.30.110 and .140, as it now exists or as
hereafter amended, and SMC 5.24.020 and .030.

2. An attorney from the Law Department, or outside counsel if appropriate,
will be present during all Council Executive Sessions to advise
Councilmembers on compliance with the Washington Open Public
Meetings Act. (OPMA, RCW 42.30)

3. Issues which may be considered in executive session include, but are not
limited to:

a) Consideration of certain real estate transactions and/or prices;
b) Evaluation of complaints against a public officer or employee;

c) Evaluation of qualifications of candidate for appointment to
elective office;




d) Evaluation of qualifications of an applicant for public employment
or to review the performance of a public employee;

e) Discussion with legal counsel regarding litigation or potential
litigation to which the City or a Councilmember acting in an
official capacity is, or is likely to become, a party;

) Planning or adopting the strategy or position to be taken during the
course of collective bargaining or reviewing the proposals made in
labor negotiations while in progress.

The presiding officer or a majority of those Councilmembers in attendance
may decide to convene an executive session, during a particular meeting.
An executive session may be ended by the presiding officer or by a
majority vote of those Councilmembers in attendance.

Before convening an executive session, the presiding officer shall
announce the purpose of the executive session, and the time when the
executive session is expected to conclude.

Attendance at executive session shall be limited to:

a) Councilmembers;

b) Assistants to Councilmembers representing their Councilmember
in the Councilmembers' absence(s) (and this attendance shall be
limited to presence, not participation);

) City staff members and others representing the City (e.g.
consultants) who are directly involved in the issue and who have
been invited by the presiding officer to attend;

d) Legal counsel assigned to the issue;

€) The City Clerk or designee for clerking purposes.

Those persons attending an executive session shall not disclose the
contents of discussions held within said session.

The Council may choose to waive the attorney-client privilege regarding
legal matters discussed with counsel at an executive session only by
unanimous agreement of those Members attending said session*.




[*Editor’s note: Discussion of legal matters between City officials and
their lawyer, usually the City Attorney, are protected by the attorney-client
privilege from being used against the City in court.]

Public Hearings.

Public Hearings differ from regular comment periods in that they are more formal
opportunities for members of the public to speak on a particular proposed
Ordinance, Resolution, or other legislative action. If any public hearings are
scheduled for a particular regular or special Council or committee meeting, the
agenda for the meeting will specify the proposed Ordinance, Resolution, or other
legislative action that is the subject of the public hearing. The agenda may also
specify the total time allotted for the public hearing and time limits for individual
speakers. (See also Rule III Public Participation, and Rule X.A. Duties of the
Chairs of Committees.)

1. Public Hearings generally serve the purpose of gathering data and/or
opinions from citizens.

2. Public Hearings are not generally required, except for certain types of
actions as provided by law.

3. Specific rules apply to certain types of hearings, including but not limited
to: certain capital projects; land use actions; budget; street vacations; and
surplus property.

4. When not required by law, Public Hearings are at the discretion of the
committee Chair or the Council President.

5. Public Hearings may be held as part of a regularly scheduled Council, or
committee meeting, but the Public Hearing shall be conducted as a
separate agenda item.

6. The Chair of the body conducting the Public Hearing shall:

a) Establish and announce at the beginning of the Public Hearing the
specific rules, guidelines and time limits for speakers.

b) Require all speakers to sign in on registers provided by Legislative
Department staff.
c) Notify speakers that their oral public comment is being recorded.




Town Hall Committee Meetings.

1.

2.

8.

Town Hall Committee is a special committee.

The purpose of a Town Hall Committee meeting is to afford the public an
opportunity to address the Council at a location outside the Council
Chambers or City Hall in an informal setting,

The Council shall hold two Town Hall Committee meetings per calendar
year.

The Council President shall determine the date, time and location of the
Town Hall Committee meetings and will establish a rotation schedule for
chairing the meetings.

The President may, when announcing the date, time and location of each
such meeting, establish the subject or subjects to which public comment
shall be limited.

Public comment at Town Hall Committee meetings shall be in accordance
with the Legislative Department Policy Regarding Public Comment at Full
Council and Standing Committee Meetings, attached as an Appendix to
these Rules.

Council shall take no vote or other final action at a Town Hall Committee
meeting. '

Town Hall Committee meetings are required to be electronically recorded.

Emergency Meetings.

1.

Special Emergency Meetings may be called by the President, or by a
majority of the Councilmembers. (RCW 42.30.070) (Except as set forth in
Rule I.A.1.f Regular Meetings.)

Meeting time, location and notice requirements do not apply to emergency
meetings called for emergency matters as permitted by RCW 42.30.070,
RCW 42.30.080, and RCW 42.14.075.

Emergency Meetings are open to the public unless exempt under RCW
42.30.

10




G. Attendance During an Emergency.

In the event that a natural disaster, fire, flood, earthquake, enemy attack,
imminent enemy attack, or other catastrophic emergency renders a Member's
physical attendance at a meeting impracticable, such Member may attend by any
electronic means (e.g. multi-party telephone or video conferencing) utilized by
the Council for such purpose.

III. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.

A. Public Sessions.

1.

All meetings of the Council, and all meetings of standing and special
committees (except executive sessions or as otherwise permitted by law),
shall be open to the public, and shall be conducted in a manner which
provides the opportunity for attendees to hear and see the proceedings of
those Members physically present and to hear those Members, if any,
attending by electronic means, as provided by these rules. (See also Rule
XI.H. Equal Access and Participation.)

The Council shall not adjourn its regular Full Council Meetings to any
place other than its regular meeting place, which is the Council Chambers
in Seattle City Hall, except as provided by law. (See also Rule IL.A.1.c
Meetings, and Rule II1.C.2 Interruptions to Council Meetings and
Committee Meetings.) (City Charter Article IV, Section 6)

Meetings of the Committee of the Whole shall not convene in or adjourn
to any place other than its regular meeting place, which is the Council
Chamber in Seattle City Hall, unless a specific alternate location is
established by the Chair, and appropriate public notice and access are
provided.

Meetings of standing committees shall not convene in or adjourn to any
place other than that committee’s regular meeting place, which is the
Council Chamber in Seattle City Hall, unless a specific alternate location
is established by the Chair with the concurrence of a majority of the
regular members of that committee and appropriate public notice and
access are provided.

Meetings of special committees may be held in Council Chambers in
Seattle City Hall, or an alternate location as established by the Council
President in the case of Town Hall Committee meetings or by the
committee chair so long as appropriate public notice and access are
provided.

11




Public Comment at the Full Council and Committee Meetings.

Public Comment Periods differ from Public Hearings in that they are brief
opportunities, usually at the beginning of regular council and standing committee
meetings, for members of the public to comment regarding any item on the
agenda for that regular meeting. The agenda for a particular regular meeting may
specify the total time allotted for the comment period and for time limits for
individual comments. (See also Rule I1.D. Public Comment)

1. The Council shall not take public comment at special meetings of the Full
Council.

2. The Council shall take public comment at regular Full Council Meetings:
a) Comment should be related to matters on that day's regular Full

Council meeting agenda for vote or final action;
b) Speakers must sign up prior to the start of the meeting;

c) The Chair shall set time limits for speakers and for the total
comment period,;

d) All public comment shall be in accordance with the Legislative
Department Policy Regarding Public Comment at Full Council and
Standing Committee Meetings, attached as an appendix to these
Rules, and in accordance with Rule III.B. Public Comment, and
Rule X.A. Duties of Committee Chairs.

3. Standing Committees shall, and Committees of the Whole and Special
Committees may, allow public comment at committee meetings in
accordance with the Legislative Department Policy Regarding Public
Comment at Full Council and Standing Committee Meetings, attached as
an appendix to these Rules, and in accordance with Rule III. B. Public
Comment, and Rule X.A Duties of Committee Chairs.

4. The Council is not required to allow public comment at Council Briefings.

5. Persons speaking before the Full Council, the Committee of the Whole, or
any standing committee, will identify themselves for the record.

6. The Chair of the meeting, at his/her discretion, may waive Rule II1.B.5
Public Comment, in the interest of personal safety of the person speaking.

12




C. Interruption(s) to Council Meetings and Committee Meetings.

1.

It shall be the responsibility of the Chair to maintain order and adjourn any
meeting as he/she deems necessary.

In the event that any meeting is interrupted by any person or by a group or
groups of persons so as to render the orderly conduct of such meeting not
feasible, and order cannot be restored by the removal of individuals who
are interrupting the meeting, the Members of the Council or the committee
conducting the meeting may order the meeting room cleared and continue
in session, or may adjourn the meeting and re-convene at another location
selected by majority vote of the Members present. In such a session, final
disposition may be taken only on matters appearing on the agenda.
Representatives of the press or other news media, except those
participating in the disturbance, shall be allowed to attend any session held
pursuant to this section. (See also RCW 42.30.050.)

The Council or the committees may establish procedures for re-admitting
an individual or individuals not responsible for disturbing the orderly
conduct of the meeting.

When a meeting is adjourned due to an interruption, Councilmembers and
staff shall leave the meeting room until the meeting is reconvened.

IV.  COUNCIL BUSINESS.

A. Business Brought Before the Council.

1.

All Bills, Resolutions and Clerk Files brought before the Council shall be
prepared for introduction according to established policies and procedures
of the Legislative Department.

A Resolution cannot be adopted at the same meeting at which it is
introduced except by a two-thirds vote of the members present.

A Bill cannot be introduced and passed at the same meeting, except for the
weekly Bill for payment of bills, salaries and claims. (City Charter Article
IV, Section 8)

No Bill shall become an Ordinance unless on its final passage at least a
majority of all nine Councilmembers vote in its favor. (City Charter

Article IV Section §)

In some cases, passage requires more than a majority vote.

13




5. Amendments to Bills may not be presented at a Full Council meeting
unless previously circulated to Councilmembers and reviewed by the Law
Department at least two hours before the meeting; except in cases
including but not limited to amendments to development regulations
subject to the Growth Management Act, where statutes may require
additional public notice and comment before amendments may be made.

6. The only items of business for which final action may be taken at a special
meeting are those listed on the written notice.

B. Order of Business.

1. The President shall announce to the Council the business in order.
Business of the Council at regular Full Council meetings shall ordinarily
be disposed of in the following order:

a)
b)
©)
d)
€)
f)

g)

h)

)
k)

)

Call to Order

Roll Call

Approval of the Agenda
Approval of the Journal
Presentations

Public Comment

Ratification of Referral Calendar (Introduction and Referral of
Bills, Resolutions and Clerk Files)

Payment of Bills, Claims and Salaries

Committee Reports (Discussion and vote on Bills, Resolutions and
Clerk Files) '

Adoption of Other Resolutions
Other Business

Adjournment

14




- 2. Upon the passage of each Bill, the President shall announce that he/she is
signing the Bill, and if so requested by any Councilmember, that Bill shall
be read at length so as to ensure its correctness before it shall become
enrolled. (City Charter Article IV, Section 11)

C. Vetoed Bills.

1. The Council shall reconsider and vote again on the passage of any Bill
which is vetoed by the Mayor, in accordance with the City Charter. (City
Charter Article IV, Section 12)

2. Reconsideration shall occur not less than five days after the Mayor’s
publication of said veto, and not more than 30 days after the réturn of said
Bill by the Mayor. (City Charter Article IV, Section 12)

3. Passage of a Bill during reconsideration shall be by two-thirds vote of all
the members of the Council. (City Charter Article IV, Section 12)

4. Any Bill presented to Council for reconsideration which does not pass
during the first vote of reconsideration shall be deemed finally lost. (City
Charter Article IV, Section 12)
D. Journal of the Proceedings of the Seattle City Council.
1. The City Clerk shall record into the Journal of the Proceedings of the
Seattle City Council the proceedings of the Full Council at its regular and

special meetings, and reports to the Full Council by committees.

2. The Journal of the Proceedings shall be presented to the Council for
approval at the next regular Full Council Meeting.

3. The Journal of the Proceedings shall be a public document.

PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES (for Full Council meetings).

If the current General Rules and Procedures of the City Council are silent on a matter of
parliamentary procedure, the then-current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised will govern the Council in all cases to which they are applicable.

A. Rules of Debate.

1. When any Councilmember wishes to speak, he/she shall rise and address
the Chair.

15




2. When recognized, the Member shall, in a courteous manner, confine
comments to the question under debate.

3. The Councilmember who sponsors a Bill, Resolution, or motion shall have
the privilege of speaking first and last upon it.

4. No Councilmember shall impugn the motives of any other Member, or
speak more than twice except for explanation during the consideration of
any one question.

B. Motions.

1. No motion shall be entertained or debated until duly seconded and
announced by the President.

2. The motion shall be recorded and, if requested by any Councilmember, it
shall be read by the City Clerk before it is debated.

3. If no Councilmember objects, a motion may be withdrawn by the maker
before amendment, or action. :

4. Motions shall be entertained in the order of precedence outlined in the

then-current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised.

16
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When a question has been held by motion, to a time certain, the question

~ shall not be introduced again at the same meeting,.

When a question has been held indefinitely by motion, the question shall
not be introduced again for at least 60 days.

A motion to table an amendment shall not carry the main question with it
unless so specified in the motion to table.

When a Bill is put upon its final passage and fails to pass, and a motion is
made to reconsider, the vote upon such reconsideration motion shall not be
acted on before the next meeting of the Council. (See also Rule VI.G
Reconsideration.) (City Charter Article IV, Section 10)

Recognition by the President.

1.

When two or more Councilmembers rise at the same time to address the
Chair, the President shall designate the one who shall speak first.

Division of a Question.

1. Any Councilmember may call for a division of a question, which shall be
divided if it embraces subjects so distinct that one being taken away, a
substantive proposition shall remain for the decision of the Council, but a
motion to strike out and insert shall not be divided.

Point of Order.

1. The President shall decide all points of order.

2. If dissatisfied with the decision of the President, any Member may appeal
the decision.

3. In all cases of appeal, the question shall be: “Shall the decision of the
Chair be sustained?”’

4. No Member may speak more than once on an appeal without the consent
of a majority of the Councilmembers in attendance.

5. The decision in response to the appeal shall be by majority vote of the

Councilmembers in attendance. In case of a tie vote, the decision of the
President shall stand.

18




Previous Question.

1.

The previous question may be demanded by two Councilmembers in this
form: "Shall the main question now be voted upon without further
debate?" When a two-thirds majority of the Councilmembers in
attendance vote to end debate, such debate shall end.

VI. VOTING AT SESSIONS OF THE FULL COUNCIL.

A.

Voting Required.

1.

Every Councilmember in attendance shall participate in the voting process
for all actions before the Full Council, except that Councilmembers must
disqualify themselves from voting if disqualification is required by either
the City’s Code of Ethics (SMC 4.16) or the Washington State
Appearance of Fairness Doctrine, and members may disqualify themselves
from voting to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest, unless a
majority of those present vote that there is no conflict. (See also Rule
VI1.D.2 Announcing and Recording Votes.)

2. Abstentions are not allowed. Members not having disqualified themselves
pursuant to Rule VL.A.1 Voting Required, shall vote “Aye” or “No.”

Roll Call Voting.

L. A roll call vote is required when voting on final passage of Bills.

2. A roll call vote on other business may be demanded by two
Councilmembers in attendance, or by the President. In the case of a
demand for a roll call vote, the votes shall be recorded by the City Clerk in
the Journal of Proceedings. (City Charter Article IV, Section 4, Third)

3. Roll for a roll call vote is called in alphabetical order, except for the
President, provided that each week that the Full Council meets, the name
at the beginning of the roll is moved to the end of the roll in a systematic
rotation.

4. The President's name is called last.

Voice Vote.

A voice vote may be taken on any matter of business before the Council

- 1.

except for the final passage of a Bill, unless a roll call vote has been
requested as provided in Rule VL.B.2 Roll Call Voting.
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Announcing and Recording Votes.

L. Upon the conclusion of the roll call or voice vote, the City Clerk shall
announce the “ayes” and “nos” and “disqualifications” for all votes and
enter them into the Journal of the Proceedings. The announcement of the
result of any vote shall not be postponed.

2. When a Councilmember is in attendance, and has disqualified him/herself
from voting, the Clerk shall record and announce “in attendance, but
disqualified from voting.” (See also Rule VI.A.1 Voting Required.)

Proxy Votes.

L. There shall be no proxy votes. A Member may only cast a vote if he/she
is in attendance to do so at the time the vote is taken, except as provided
for in Rule I1.G. Meetings. ‘

Tie Vote.
1. In the event of a tie vote, the motion does not pass.
Reconsideration.

1. After the final vote on any motion, Resolution, or Bill, and before the
adjournment of that Full Council session, any Member who voted with the
prevailing side may move for reconsideration. Seconds to motions for
reconsideration may be from either the prevailing or non-prevailing side.

a) When the result of the final vote is to pass any motion, Resolution,
or Bill, any reconsideration vote must take place before
adjournment of that day's session, or else there shall be no
reconsideration vote.

b)  When the result of the final vote is to not pass a motion,
Resolution, or Bill, the reconsideration shall not be acted upon
before the next regular meeting of the Full Council. (City Charter
Axticle IV Section 10)

2. A motion to reconsider shall have precedence over every other motion,
except a motion to adjourn.

3. Motions to reconsider a vote upon amendments to any pending question
shall be made and decided at once.
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VII. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE.

A. Designation.

1.

Committee of the Whole is a special committee.

B. Assignment of Business to the Committee of the Whole.

1.

The President or a majority of all Councilmembers may assign any matter
to the Committee of the Whole for appropriate review and action, when
the subject to be considered contains many items and relates to diverse
subjects, or is of significant concern to all Councilmembers.

At the time of assigning of any matter to the Committee of the Whole, the
President shall designate the Committee of the Whole Chair for this
specific action.

C. Meetings of the Committee of the Whole.

1.

The Council President shall approve the scheduling of meetings of the
Committee of the Whole.

Preliminary agendas for Committee of the Whole meetings, listing items
for which discussion and/or recommendation is expected, will be made
available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide the
preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at least two business days
prior to the meeting.

VIII. STANDING COMMITTEES - To Facilitate Legislative Functlons of the Council.
(City Charter Article IV Section 4)

A. Formation of Committees.

1.

Standing committees are formed after the biennial selection of a Council
President.

Formation of standing committees, i.e. the identification of committees’
scopes of work, meeting schedules and membership and Chair
assignments, is accomplished by a process of discussion and consensus
among Councilmembers, which shall be submitted to the members for
ratification by Resolution.
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If no consensus is reached, the President shall poll the members and make
a decision, which shall be submitted to the Members for ratification by
Resolution. :

B. Membership of Standing Committees.

1.

3.

4.

Membership of a standing committee generally consists of a Chair, two
members and an alternate, but may be established as resolved by the
Council.

In the event of a vacancy of a Council position which requires the
appointment and/or election of a replacement Councilmember, the
committee duties and responsibilities of the replacement Councilmember
shall be proposed by the Council President, and shall be established by
Council Resolution to be adopted within 45 days of the date the
replacement Councilmember takes office.

Any Councilmember may attend a standing committee meeting.

There shall be no quorum requirement for standing committee meetings.

C. Duties and Responsibilities of Standing Committees and Members.

1.

Members of standing committees shall acquaint themselves with the
interests of the City specifically represented by that committee, and shall
make recommendations to the Full Council on Council Bills, Resolutions,
and Clerk Files, and such other reports as in their judgment(s) will
advance the interests and promote the welfare of the people of the City.

It shall be the duty of each member of a standing committee to attend the
committee meetings. The attendance policy for standing committees shall

be as follows:

a) Members of standing committees are expected to attend all
meetings of said committees.

b) A committee member may obtain a leave of absence or be excused
with the consent of the committee Chair.

c) Members attending standing committees shall not leave standing
committee meetings without notifying the committee Chair.

Any Councilmember attending a standing committee meeting may vote, or
abstain from voting, on issues before the committee.
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Committee Reports:

a) Standing committees must have a written record of final action on
any legislation reported out to the Full Council.

b) Reports of standing committees shall be entered in the Journal of
the Proceedings of the City Council.

c) Divided Reports:

(1) A Divided Report containing the different
recommendations from the committee shall be made
available after said committee meeting for signing by those
Members wishing to subscribe to it.

(2) At least three days before scheduled presentation of the
recommendation to the Full Council, the signed report shall
be made available to all Councilmembers.

(3) Only those Councilmembers having attended a discussion
of the Bill or Resolution which is the subject of the
committee’s recommendation, and having voted “aye” or
no” on the recommendation, shall subscribe to the report.

“4) Unless authorized by the Council President and the
committee Chair, a divided report shall not be presented to
* Full Council until one week has elapsed from the divided
committee vote, in order to allow Councilmembers time to
review said report.

(5)  When reporting recommendations to the Full Council:

(a) The position signed by the majority shall be
considered first;

(b) . When there is no majority position, the position of
the chair shall be considered first, if he/she so
desires.

Standing committees shall not vote on a final recommendation on any
Council Bill, Resolution, or Clerk File on the same day that a public
hearing was held on that item, except upon passage of a motion by the
Chair to do so.
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IX.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

A.

Budget Committee.

1. The Budget Committee is a special committee, comprised of all
Councilmembers and chaired by the Chair of the finance committee.

Town Hall Committee.

1. The Town Hall Committee is a special committee comprised of at least
four Councilmembers and chaired on a rotation schedule established by
the Council President. ‘

Committee of the Whole.

1. Committee of the Whole is a special committee comprised of all
Councilmembers; the chair is designated by the Council President.

Other Special Committees.

1. The President may appoint other special committees from time to time as
the need arises.

Special Committee Agendas.

1. Preliminary agendas of special committee meetings, listing items for
which discussion and/or recommendation is expected, will be made
available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide the
preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at least two business days
prior to the meeting.

Special Committee Quorum.

1. A quorum for convening meetings of a special committee, or for making
recommendations, or taking committee action, shall be determined by the
Council President at the time the special committee’s assignments are
made, or in the case of Town Hall Committee, or Committee of the
Whole, at the time of scheduling. :

Voting at Special Committee Meetings.
1. Special committees shall not vote on a final recommendation on any
Council Bill, Resolution, or Clerk File on the same day that a public

hearing was held on that item, except upon passage of a motion by the
Chair to do so.
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H. Duration of Special Committees.

1. Special committees may be of limited duration or focus.
L Record of Special Committee Action.
1. Special committees must have a written record of final action on any

legislation reported out to the Full Council.

X. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS.

A. Duties of the Chairs of Committees shall include:

1.

10.

11.

12.

Allow at each meeting a comment period for members of the public to
address the committee on matters on that day's agenda for that meeting, in
accordance with Legislative Department policy regarding public comment
at meetings.

Rule X.A.1 does not apply to special committees.

Call the meetings to order at the appointed times, and record the begmmng
and ending times of the meetings.

Determine and state the amount of time allowed for speakers, and
announce instructions to the speakers at the start of each meeting. The
Chair may allow additional time for the submission of written comment
from the public.

Advise speakers that their oral public comments are being recorded.

Recognize Councilmembers and, in accordance with these General Rules
and Procedures, others who wish to speak.

Keep to the time schedule.
Stop oral public comment when repetitive or irrelevant.

Suspend the Rules when appropriate, in accordance with Rule XI.B.
Suspension of the Rules.

Invite persons to the committee table for the purposes of providing |
information necessary to committee business, and explain to those in
attendance his/her reasons for inviting parties to the committee table.

Set the committee’s agenda consistent with the committee’s assigned

- scope of work.

Preserve order and decorum.
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13.

Present to the Council each year at a Full Council meeting in January as
designated by the Council President, the committee's Annual Legislative
Report. The report will identify accomplishments of the committee in the
preceding year and objectives of the committee for the coming calendar
year, in a report format as determined by the Council President.

XI. MISCELLANEOUS.

A. Attendance at Sessions of the Full Council.

1.

Councilmembers must attend all regular Full Council Meetings, unless
excused. (City Charter Article IV, Section 3)

Three Councilmembers, including the President or President pro tem
acting in the capacity of the President, or four members in the President’s
or President pro tem’s absence, shall be authorized to compel the
attendance of absent unexcused members at the Full Council meeting, but
may adjourn from day to day if necessary until a quorum can be convened.
(City Charter Article IV, Section 3)

A Councilmember may obtain a leave of absence or be excused from a
particular meeting by vote of the Council.

No more than four Councilmembers may be excused from any one Full
Council Meeting, except during the month of November, when no more
than two Councilmembers may be excused from any one Full Council
Meeting. :

When the maximum number of Councilmembers has been excused for any
one particular meeting, the last Councilmember having requested an
excused absence for that meeting will be considered “on call”. A
Councilmember “on call” may arrange with any other excused
Councilmember to trade places in the order of excused absences for a
particular meeting.

Emergency absences may be authorized by the Council President, who
will announce the emergency absence at the meeting,.

The City Clerk shall record the attendance and requests for excused
absence(s) from Full Council Meetings.

B. Suspension of General Rules and Procedures.

1.

Any rule or procedure, except as noted below, may be temporarily
suspended for a special purpose by a two-thirds vote in open session of the
Members present.
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2. The following rules or procedures established by this document may not
be suspended:

a) This section, and Rule XI.B.K

b) Reconsideration section, VI.G

c) Executive Session subsection, 11.C.7

d) Those required by Charter

e) Those required by the Seattle Municipal Code
) Those required by state law

g) The Clerk is directed to provide a guide for compliance with Rule
XI1.B, which shall be attached as an Appendix to these Rules.

3. When the suspension of a rule or procedure is requested, and no objection
is offered, the President or Chair shall announce the rule or procedure
suspended, and the Council or committee may proceed accordingly.

Action Requirement.

1. In March of each year, the Council shall consider for retiring any Clerk
File, Resolution or Bill which has been in a standing committee or before
the Council for at least one year prior to that date.

Breach of Decorum.

1. The City Council shall have authority to punish its Members and others
for disorderly or otherwise contemptuous behavior in its presence, and to
expel for such behavior in its presence any Member by the affirmative
vote of not less than two-thirds of its Members, specifying in the order of
expulsion the cause thereof. (City Charter Article IV, Section 4)

Councilmember Objection to an Action of the Council.

1. Any Councilmember may protest against the action of the Council upon
any question and have the oral objection entered upon the Journal.

2. If the protesting Councilmember wishes the Journal to contain a written

objection, he/she shall file that objection with the City Clerk within forty-
eight hours following the action being objected.
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F. Electronic Recording.

1. Public meetings of the Full Council, including regular Council Briefings
meetings, special meetings, standing committees, Committees of the
Whole and Town Hall Committee Meetings, will be electronically
recorded whenever feasible. Executive sessions and those meetings
exempted from the provisions of RCW 42.30 will not be recorded.

2. The President or committee Chair is responsible for notifying speakers
that their oral public comment is being recorded. (See also Rule X.A
Duties of the Chairs of Committees.)

3. The City Clerk shall maintain custody of these recordings.
G. Public Access.
1. Members of the Public:

a) No individual other than the Legislative Department staff may
approach the Councilmembers or the Clerks while the Council or
committee is in session, unless permitted to do so by the President
or Chair.

b) During committee meetings and Council Briefings, no persons
other than Legislative Department staff shall join Councilmembers
at the committee table, unless specifically invited by the committee
Chair to provide information necessary to committee business.

) Physical access to Councilmember office areas is limited and
provided only in accordance with established policies and
procedures of the Legislative Department.

d) Persons desiring to electronically tape (audio, video, etc.) or
~ photograph a Councilmember within the Councilmember office
area(s) may only do so with the permission of the respective
Councilmember(s) or their respective staff members, when so
delegated.
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Members of the Media:

a) Access by media shall be in accordance with Legislative
Department policy.

Extraordinary Circumstances:

a) In the event of extraordinary circumstances, the Council President
or his/her designee, may suspend or modify provisions in this
section, (XI.G) to protect the safe and responsible functioning of
the Council. ‘

Equal Access and Participation - Requests for Reasonable Accommodation.

L.

Upon request, reasonable accommodations will be made to enable persons
with disabilities to attend all public City Council meetings.

Because sufficient lead time is often crucial to the Council's ability to
respond to a request for reasonable accommodation, anyone desiring an
accommodation for a given meeting should make his/her request at the
earliest possible opportunity.

Any individual wishing to request auxiliary aids or services or other
reasonable accommodations should direct his/her request to the
Legislative Department Administrative Staff.

Legislative Department staff will evaluate all requests and make
accommodations that are reasonable under all the circumstances.

Use of Council Chambers.

L.

Council business shall take precedence over other uses of the Council
Chambers.

The Council President or his/her designee shall review and decide whether
to approve proposed uses of the Council Chambers for other City business
or by other public entities.

Biennial Review of General Rules and Procedures.

1.

The Council President and the City Clerk shall conduct biennial reviews
of Council General Rules and Procedures.

29




K. Amendment of General Rules and Procedures.

1. Amendments to these General Rules and Procedures shall be by majority
vote of the Members, and, if applicable, pursuant to SMC 3.02.030.

2. Prior to consideration by the Council, amendments to these General Rules
and Procedures shall be referred to a committee for review and
recommendation.

Appendix A: Legislative Department Policy Regarding Public Comment At Full Council and
Standing Committee Meetings

Appendix B: List of Rules and Procedures That May Not be Suspended
v.3 |
12/14/09
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Catrherine Moore/td ( i (‘
2009 Council Rules Revision Fiscal Note
November 23, 2009

Version #1
FISCAL NOTE FOR NON-CAPITAL PROJECTS
Department: Contact Person/Phone: DOF Analyst/Phone:
| Legislative | Catherine Moore | 684-8361 |

Legislation Title: _ ‘

A RESOLUTION revising certain City Council procedures; adopting a new set of Rules
and Procedures of the Seattle City Council to supersede those adopted by Resolution
31027.

o  Summary of the Legislation:

This Resolution adopts a new set of Rules and Procedures of the Seattle City Council to supersede those
adopted by Resolution 31027.

e Background: (Include brief description of the purpose and context of legislation and
include record of previous legislation and funding history, if applicable).

o Please check one of the following:

X _This legislation does not have any financial implications. (Stop here and delete the
remainder of this document prior to saving and printing.)




APPENDIX A

Effective Date: September 8, 2004 - Page 1 of 1

Re-issued: March 31, 2006

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT POLICY

Cancels: New

See Also: General Rules and Procedures Approved by:

of the City Council A Council President Nick Licata

POL-D-612 PUBLIC COMMENT AT FULL COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEE MEETINGS

The City Council welcomes comment from citizens on legislation on agendas at regular
meetings of the Full Coyncil and its standing committees.

In order to provide for such comment and for timely consideration of its regular business, the
Council adopts the following policy:

1. A public comment period of not more than 20 minutes shall be provided at the beginning
of each regular Full Council meeting and standing committee meeting.

2. Persons wishing to speak may address the Council or the committee on any item of
legislation on that meeting's agenda.

3. Persons wishing to speak may sign up beginning 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start
of the meeting.

4, Sign up sheets will be provided by Legislative Department staff and will be placed inside
the Council Chambers within the public area.

5. Persons signing up to speak shall identify the item(s) of legislation to which he/she will
speak. '

6. Each speaker is limited to two (2) minutes total speaking time (regardless of the number

of items of legislation he/she wishes to address).

7. Speakers will generally be invited to speak in the order in which they signed up on the
sign-in sheet. .

8. If no speakers sign up to address the Council or the committee, or if the public
comments conclude before the 20 minute time period has elapsed, the comment period
will be closed, and the Council or committee shall resume its business, with no further
opportunity for public comment at that meeting.

9. Council and committee proceedings are electronically recorded. Therefore, speakers
wishing to address the Council or committee during the established public comment
period shall speak only from the microphones provided for public speakers

10. This policy does not apply to quasi-judicial matters before the Council, as defined by
Council Rules and Procedures for Quasi-Judicial Matters.
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V Attachment 1

Proposed Revisions to the
Rules and Procedures of the City Council







MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

A. Members.

1.

The members of the City Council shall establish rules for its
proceedings. (City Charter Article IV Section 4)

As the Legislative branch of City government, the City Council
shall establish policy for the City.

No individual member of the Council shall have or execute
executive or administrative power, except as provided in the
Charter. (City Charter Article IV Section 4, Fifth)

Duties and Responsibilities of Members of the City Council
include, but are not limited to:

a) Upholding the public trust, demonstrating integrity, honesty
and fairness;

b) Exercising budget and fiduciary responsibility;
c) Being respon@/e to citizens;

d) Disqualifying th&éSb elves from acting on City business when
disqualification is%red by the City's Code of Ethics (SMC
4.16), by common | or by the Appearance of Fairness
Doctrine (See “Rules 1g),Quasi-Judicial Proceedings Before
the City Council” as ad d by Resolution 31001.) (See
also Rule Article VI-A.-fRpting Required.-of this
docurmen) T

o)

B. President.

1.

Biennially, and also whenever the po becomes vacant, the
Council shall choose from its members resident, who shall
perform the usual functions of a presiding@fficer. (City Charter
Article IV Section 4, First)

The President may be removed by the affirmative vote of not
less than two-thirds of all the members. (City Charter Article IV
Section 4, First)

Duties and Responsibilities of the President include but are not
limited to:

a) The President shall call the Council to order at the hour
appointed for meeting, or at the hour to which the Council







b)

d)

f)

g)

h)

)

shall have adjourned at the preceding session, and if a
quorum be present in attendance, shall proceed with the
order of business and adjourn the Council when business is
deemed finished.

The President shall, in open session, sign all Council Bills in
authentication of their passage, (City Charter Article IV
Section 11); and the President shall sign all Resolutions in
authentication of their adoption.

The President shall promote efficient operation of the
Council, which shall include setting the Full Council agenda
and expediting parliamentary debate, or if there is no
objection from any other member, expediting the passage of
routine motions.

The President may speak to points of order, inquiry or
information in preference to other members and shall decide
all questions of order subject to an appeal to the Council by
any member (Eéﬁe#s—ﬂete—See also Rule V.E. Point of

President shalki@ve the right to turn the chair over to the

While spealé?‘%{:m any question before the Council, the
President pro te 3,

The President shall foserve order and decorum within the
Chambers. 4{

The President shall appo@\he rhembership to special or
non-standing ether committ as required or as deemed
necessary to efficiently cond e business of the Council.

The President shall monitor stano)\ committee agendas to
ensure issues are appropriate to r%ective committees, and
within the scope or work program of said committee, or
otherwise assigned.

In the absence from the City or incapacitation of the Mayor,
the President shall act as Mayor. (City Charter Article V
Section 9)

. The President may simultaneously serve as Council

President and act as Mayor; however, when the President,
acting as Mayor, is confronted with a conflict of duties and
responsibilities so fundamental that the public interest
requires it, as to the particular matter he/she shall act as
Mayor only.







K) The President shall provide for the orientation of new
Councilmembers.

I) The President shall head the Legislative Department. (City
Charter Article 1ll Section 3)

C. President Pro Tem.

1.

. MEETINGS

Biennially the Council will designate by Resolution a list of
Presidents pro tem. The list will be based upon seniority and
will rotate the position monthly.

In the absence of the President Pro Tem, the Councilmember
designated for the next month shall assume the role of
President Pro Tem.

Duties and Responsibilities of the President Pro Tem include
but are not limited to:

a) The President Pro Tem will act as President in the case of
incapacitation or absence of the President. (City Charter
Article V, &kction 9)

%
b) Forthe purp@b s of this section the President is not “absent”
when acting a@ayor.







A. Regular Meetings.

1.

Full Council Meetings (City Charter Article IV Section 6)

a) The Full Council shall meet each Monday with exceptions as
listed below.

b) If Monday is a legal holiday, then the regular Full Council
meeting shall be held on the next day not a legal holiday.

c) Regular meetings willare not be held on the last Monday in
August and the last two Mondays in December.

d) Regular Meetings shall convene at 2:00 p.m. The time of
adjournment shall be entered in the Journal.

e)' Any regular meeting of the Full Council may be canceled
with the concurrence of a majority of the members of the
Council.

f) Preliminary a%das of upcoming regular Full Council

meetings, listing’ifems on which action is expected to be
taken, will be ma vailable to the public. All reasonable
effort will be made ake the preliminary agenda available
24 hours in advanceithe meeting.

Higreviewed-Full Council ;}f.-s Meetinqs are- shall be held in
the-Council Chambers, Fi ‘

£l H@M@HThe Clty Councﬂ
may meet at another Iocatio 1p the event of an emergency
or disaster. ifnecessary-to-dea@yith-an-emergency-such-as
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M)A quorum shall consist of a majority of all nine
Councilmembers, except as set forth in Subsection kik. (City
Charter Article IV, Section 3A)

#)j) Less than a quorum of councilimembers may adjourn from
day to day, or until the next regular meeting, and may
compel the attendance of absent members in such a manner







and under such penalties as the Council shall prescribe.
(City Charter Article 1V, Section 3A) (See also Rule XI.A.2.
Attendance at Sessions of Full Council.)

pk)Under any of the following circumstances, a quorum shall be

determined under this section (Subsection k):

(1) Except when Subsection k 2) applies, in order to select a
person to fill a vacancy on the City Council, a quorum
shall consist of a majority of those Councilmembers
holding office at the time the Council makes the
selection, and for such purpose a majority of such
members holding office at the time the council makes
the selection shall constitute a majority of the council.
(City Charter Article 1V, Section 3A)

(2) During a declared emergency under Article V, Section 2
of the City Charter, a quorum shall for all purposes
consist of a majority of all those Councilmembers who
are availgble to participate in Council meetings and are
capable erforming the duties of office, and a majority
of such mé&fpbers available to participate in Council
meetings andsgapable of performing the duties of office
shall constitu majority of the Council. (City Charter
Article IV, Secti A) ‘

(5

2. Council Briefings %

.a)

b)

f)

The Council will hold Coun@@rieﬁngs to discuss and
receive briefings on issues o @eneral interest.

a.m. each Monday, or if Monday is’@Roliday, then on the
next day not a legal holiday. O

The Council President or his/her designee chairs the Council
Briefing.

e/
Regular Council Briefings shall (Q%r\ily be held at 9:30

No binding votes may be taken at Council Briefings.

Preliminary agendas of upcoming regular Council Briefings,
listing items for which discussion is expected, will be made
available to the public. All reasonable efforts will be made to
provide the preliminary agenda at least 24 -hours prior to the

meeting.

ounecil Hriotinoc oine
[ oF - - Yourl Gk

- At Lo

Unless-anetherlocationisposted; Council Brieigs éhall be







held in the-Council Chambers, in Seattle City Hall,unless a
specific alternate location is established by the
President,and appropriate public notice and access are
provided, or as otherwise permitted by state law.-

g) Council Briefings may be canceled by the Council President
at any time.

h) There shall be no quorum requirement for Council Briefings.
3. Standing Committee Meetings.

a) Standing committee meetings will generally be held twice
monthly, in accordance W|th committee assignment
guidelines.

b) Preliminary Agendas for upcoming regular standing
committee meetings, listing items for which discussion
and/or recommendation -is expected, will be made available
to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide
the preliminary agenda at least 24 hours prior to the

meeting.

b)) All re@%sfonable effort will be made to make materials
that are to be“%sented in Council Committee meetings,
available onli ast 24 hours in advance of the
Committee meetn nd copies will be made available to

those attending the e,etlnq

&)—-Standing committee me gs are geﬂe%lly held in the
Seattle-City-Hall-n CouncitBhambers,in Seattle City Hall

unless a specific alternate lo@&tion is established by the
Chair with the concurrence of @ majority of the reqular
members of that committee, and*8gpropriate public notice

and access are provnded or as ot ise permitted by state

d) The committee Chair may cancel a committee meeting at
any time.

e) There shall be no quorum requirement for standing
committee meetings.

f) Standing committees shall not vote on a final
recommendation on any Council Bill, Resolution or Clerk File







on the same day that a public hearing was held on that item,
except upon passage of a motion by the Chair to do so.

Ha)Standing committees that meet on Thursday or Friday shall
not refer legislation to the next reqular Full Council meeting
for final action, except upon passage of a motion by the
Chair to do so.

B. Special Meetings.
1. Full Council.

a) The Mayor, the President of the City Council, or any three
Councilmembers, may call a special meeting of the Council
consistent with the provisions of RCW 42.30.080. (City
Charter Article IV Section 6)

b) Notices of special meetings shall be in accordance with
RCW 42.30.080.

taken at a ial meeting shall be those items which

c) The only iteas of business for which final action may be
werelisted o written notice.

vbe are held in the-Council
Chambers, in Seai{f®, City Hall_unless a specific alternate
location is establish y the party calling the meeting, be
that the Mayor, the Coxfigcil President, or three
Councilmembers, and fdtice as required under RCW
42.30.080 is given- o)

A

d) Special meeting€8g#

2. Standing Committees .%

a) Special meetings of standing co%lttees may be scheduled
by the committee Chair. &,
(&

b) Preliminary agendas of upcoming special standing
committee meetings, listing items on which action is
expected to be taken, will be made available to the public.
All rReasonable efforts will be made to provide notice of
special meetings of standing committees-at least 24 hours
prior to the meeting. (See RCW 42.30.080 for guidance.)

C. Executive Sessions.

1. Executive sessions may be held during Full Council Meetings,
Council Briefings, ; meetings of the Committee of the Whole, ;
or standing or special committee; meetings, whether regular or







special meetings, and at other times as allowed by RCW

42.30.110,140; and, when-applicable—shall-be-conducted-in

compliance-with- RCW-42.30.440-as it now exists or as hereafter
amended-, and SMC 5.24.020,030.

4-2. -An attorney from the Law Department, or outside counsel if
appropriate, will be present during all Council Executive
Sessions to advise Councilmembers on compliance with the
Washington Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA; RCW 42.30).

2:3. __Issues which may be considered in executive session
include, but are not limited to:

a) Consideration of certain real estate transactions and/or
prices;

b) Evaluation of complaints against a public ofﬂcer or
employee;

c) Evaluation of qualifications of candidate for appointment to
' elective ofﬂce

d) Evaluation alifications of an applicant for public
employment review the performance of a public

employee; %

e) Discussion with Ieﬁfcounsel regarding litigation or potential
litigation to which th(@%tprthe City or a Councilmember
acting in an official caﬂ?)ty is, or is likely to become, a party

to-litigations;

f) Planning or adopting the str@gy or position to be taken
during the course of collectivedgargaining or reviewing the
proposals made in labor negoti%s while in progress.

2 .
3:4. The presiding officer or a majority o%;(se Councilmembers

in attendance may decide to convene a ecutive session,
during a particular meeting. An executive session may be
ended by the presiding officer or by a majority vote of those
Councilmembers in attendance.

4.5. _Before convening an executive éession, the presiding officer
shall announce the purpose of the executive session ,and the
time when the executive session is expected to conclude.

£:6. Attendance at executive session ,shall be limited to:

a) Councilmembers;







b) assistants to Councilmembers representing their
Councilmember in the Councilmembers' absence(s) (and
this attendance shall be limited to presence, not
participation); '

c) City staff members and others representing the City (e.g.
consultants) who are directly involved in the issue and who
have been invited by the presiding officer to attend;

d) legal counsel éssigned to the issue.

8.7. __Those persons attending an executive session shall not

disclose the contents of discussions held within said session.

Z8. The Council may choose to waive the attorney-client
privilege ,regarding legal matters discussed with counsel at an
executive session only by unanimous agreement of those

Members attending said session™.

[*Editor's note: Discussion of legal matters between City
officials and theiglawyer, usually the City Attorney, are protected
by the attorney- @t privilege from being used against the City

in court.] %

D. Public Hearings.
B

Public Hearings differ from regulafg@gmment periods in that they are more
formal opportunities for members é%be public to speak on a particular
proposed ordinance, resolution, or othe: legislative action. If any public
hearings are scheduled for a particular #ggular or special Council or
committee meeting, the agenda for the niedting will specify the proposed
ordinance, resolution, or other legislative n that is the subject of the

public hearing. The agenda may also speci e total time allotted for the
public hearing and time limits for individual spe&ers. (See also Rules Il

and X.A) %

2:1. _ Public Hearings generally serve the purposets)-of gathering
s from citizens;.-and/erto-provide

data and/or opinion

TATATATAE MM S LY L

2. Public Hearings are not generally required, except for certain
types of actions as provided by law.

3. Specific rules apply to certain types of hearings, including but
not limited to: when-there-are-covered-certain capital projects;
land use actions, budget, street vacations; and surplus property;

ol T oY WYl o i FAIREN Enlata Erloe WM aYel.
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4. When not required by law, Public Hearings are at the discretion
of the committee Chair or the Council President.

5. Public Hearings may be held as part of a regularly scheduled
public Council or committee meeting, but the Public Hearing
shall be conducted as a separate agenda item.

6. The Chair of the body conducting the Public Hearing shall:

~a) Establish and announce at the beginning of the Public
Hearing the specific rules, guidelines and time limits for
speakers.

b) Require all speakers to sign in on registers provided by
Legislative Department staff. (See also Rule 111.B.5.Public
Comment at Full Council and Committee Meetings.)

by cC) Notify speakers that their oral public comment is being
recorded.

11







E. Town Meétings.

E:1. Town Hall is a special committee.

1.2. _The purpose of a Town Hall committee meeting Meeting is to
afford the public an opportunity to address the Council at a
location outside the Council Chambers or City Hall in an
informal setting.

23. The Council shall hold at-least two speecial Town Hall
committee Mmeetings per calendar year.

4. The Council President shall determine the date, time and
location of the Town Meetings Hall committee meetings and
will establish a rotation schedule for chairing the meetings.

3:5. The President may, when announcing the date, time and

location of each such meeting, establish the subject or
subjects to which public comment shall be limited.

- 4.6. _Public comment at Town_Hall committee-Mmeetings shall be
in accogdance with Legislative Department policy regarding
public on ment at meetings.

of %

6.8. Council shall t no vote or other final action at a Town Hall

committeeM meefing.

#9. _Town Hall committe@d
electronically recorded

F. Emergency Meetings. ﬁ%;é

1. Special Emergency Meetings ma
by a majority of the Councilmembegps. (RCW 42.30.070) §
(Except as set forth in Rule 11.A.1.K Regular Meetings.)

2. Meeting time, location and notice requirements do not apply to
emergency meetings called for emergency matters as permitted
by RCW 42.30.070, RCW 42.30.080, and RCW 42.14.075.

3. Emergency Meetings are open to the public unless exempt
under RCW 42.30. |

G. E Attendance During an Emergency

12







In the event that a natural disaster, fire, flood, earthquake, enemy
attack, imminent enemy attack, or other catastrophic emergency renders a
Member's physical attendance at a meeting impracticable, such Member
may attend by any electronic means (e.g.. multi-party telephone or video
conferencing) utilized by the Council for such purpose.

[ll. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. Public Sessions.

1. All meetings of the Council, and all meetings of standing and
special committees (except executive sessions or as otherwise
permitted by law) shall be open to the public, and shall be
conducted in a manner which provides the opportunity for
attendees to hear and see the proceedings of those Members
physically present and to hear those Members, if any, attending
by electronic means, as provided by these rules. (See_also
Rule XH +H. Equal Access and ParthIpatlon )—ef—iehﬁts—deeamem

by law. (See Agisle-also Rule 1.LA.1.9 Meetlnqs and Rule Ill+~C.;
1. Interruphons‘Q‘Councn Meetings and Committee Meetmqs )
(See also City Charter Article IV Section 6)

3. Meetings of the Cofaittee of the Whole shall not convene in or
adjourn to any place 8ier than its regular meeting place, which
is the Seattle City Hall ‘ganless a specific alternate location is
established by the Chalr,oénd appropriate public notice and
access are provided, or a%herwuse permitted by state law.

4. Meetings of standing committ&®gs shall not convene in or
adjourn to any place other thafighat committee’s regular
meeting place, which is the Seathe City Hall, unless a specific
alternate location is established by the Chair with the -
concurrence of a majority of the regular members of that
committee and appropriate public notice and access are
provided, or as otherwise permitted by state law.

4.5. Meetings of special committees may be held in Council
Chambers in Seattle City Hall or an alternate location as
established by the Council President in the case of Town Hall or
by the committee chair so long as appropriate public notice and
access are provided.
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B. Public Comment at the Full Council and Committee Meetings

Comment Periods differ from Public Hearings (See Article Il, D of
this document) in that they are brief opportunities, usually at the
beginning of regular council and standing committee meetings, for
members of the public to comment regarding any item on the
agenda for that regular meeting. The agenda for a particular
regular meeting may specify the total time allotted for the comment
period and for time limits for individual comments.

1. The Council- shall not take publlc comment at spemal meetlngs
of the FUHCOUI’ICII- Fown-Mestings—a , i

2. The Council shall take public comment at regular Full Council
Meetings:

a) en-comment %uld be related to matters on that day's
regular Full Colidcil meeting agenda for vote or final action;

b) speakers must slgf up prior to the start of the meeting;

c) the Chair shall setime limits for speakers and for the total
comment period; 7.

ing public comment at meetings,-
\rticle =apcument) and in accordance with
Rule IH B 5. Publlc Comyent and-in-ascerdance-with- X.A.
Duties of Committee Ch%@f—sﬂ%{-}eﬂu&es)

d) all public comment s?‘? | be in accordance with Legislative
Depar’tment pohcy red

3. Standing Committees shall, and Committees of the Whole and
Special Committees may, allow¥aublic comment at committee
meetings, in accordance with Legislative Department policy
regarding public comment at meetings, In accordance with Rule
;. B. 5 Publlc Comment— and X Dutles of Commlttee Chairs.-of

4. The Council is not required to allow public comment at Council
Briefings.

5. Persons speaking before the Full Council, the Committee of the
Whole, or any standing committee, will ldentlfy themselves for
the record. e s

aapheable%
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a) The Chair of the meeting, at his/her discretion, may waive
Article 1ll, B, 5 above, in the interest of personal safety of the
person speaking.

C. Interruption(s) to Council Meetings and Committee Meetings.

1. It shall be the responsibility of the Chair to maintain order and
adjourn any meeting as he/she deems necessary.

2. In the event that any meeting is interrupted by any person or by
a group or groups of persons so as to render the orderly
conduct of such meeting not feasible, and order cannot be
restored by the removal of individuals who are interrupting the
meeting, the Members of the Council or the committee
conducting the meeting may order the meeting room cleared
and continue in session, or may adjourn the meeting and re-
convene at another location selected by majority vote of the
Members present. In such a session, final disposition may be
taken only ongnatters appearing on the agenda.

RepresentatiVgs of the press or other news media, except those
participating intfe disturbance, shall be allowed to attend any
session held puwé@nt to this section. (referts-See RCW
42.30.050-fo~Coughil-only)

Y-

3. The Council or the c%mittees may establish procedures for re-
admitting an individuatQs individuals not responsible for
disturbing the orderly c&ﬂ%uct of the meeting.

4. When a meeting is adjour@d due to an interruption,
Councilmembers and staff slyll leave the meeting room until the
meeting is reconvened. O

IV. COUNCIL BUSINESS ‘%\‘\
A. Business Brought Before the Council.

1. All Council Bills, Resolutions and Clerk Files brought before the
Council shall be prepared for introduction according to
established policies and procedures of the Legislative branch
Department.

2. A Resolution cannot be adopted at the same meeting at which it
is introduced except by a 2/3 vote of the members present.

3. A Bill cannot be introduced and passed at the same meeting,
except for the weekly Bill for payment of bills, salaries and
claims. (City Charter Article IV Section 8)
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4. No Bill shall become an ordinance unless on its final passage at
least a majority of all nine Councilmembers vote in its favor.
(City Charter Article IV Section 8)

In some cases, passage requires more than a majority vote.

4—5. Amendments to legislation may not be presented at a Full
Council meeting unless previously circulated to
Councilmembers and reviewed by the Law Department at least
two hours before the meeting.

5. 6. The only items of business for which final action may be |
taken at a special meeting shall be those items which were
listed on the written notice.

B. Order of Business.

1. The President shall announce to the Council the business in
order. Business of the Council at regular Full Council meetings

shall ordinarily ge disposed of in the following order:

a) Callto O@Br

b) Roll Call %
D

c) Approval of th enda

d) Approval of the J@&@nal

e) Presentations ?;Q}\

f) Public Comment “%

g) Ratification of Referrals C )dar (Clerk Files, Bills, and
Resolutions) <

h) Payment of Bills, Claims and Salaries

i) Committee Reports, (Discussion and vote on Resolutions,
Bills and Clerk Files)

j) Adoption of Other Resolutions
k) Other Business
l) Adjournment

2. Upon the passage of each Bill, the President shall announce
that he/she is signing the Bill, - and if so requested by any
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Councilmember, that Bill shall be read at length so as to ensure
its correctness before it shall become enrolled. (City Charter
Article IV Section 11)

C. Vetoed Bills

1. The Council shall reconsider and vote again on the passage of
any Bill which is vetoed by the Mayor, in accordance with the
City Charter. (City Charter Article IV Section 12)

2. Reconsideration shall occur not less than five days after the
Mayor's publication of said veto, and not more than 30 days
- after the return of said Bill by the Mayor. (City Charter Article IV
Section 12)

3. Passage of a Bill during reconsideration shall be by two-thirds
vote of all the members of the Council. (City Charter Article IV
Section 12)

4. Any Bill presented to Council for reconsideration which does not
pass during the first vote of reconsideration shall be deemed
finally Iost%fity Charter Article 1V Section 12)

D. Journal of Procees

1. The City Cler 3; record -into the Journal of Proceedings the
proceedings of #§& Full Council at its regular and special

meetings, and res to the Full Council by committees.

2. The Journal of the P@ceedings shall be presented to the
Council for approval affihe next regular Full Council Meeting. -

3. The Journal of the Procé:\e;ings shall be a public document. -
V. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES (fo%g Council meetings)

A

< .
If the current General Rule€@nd Procedures of the City
Council are silent on a matter of parliamentary procedure,
the then-current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised will govern the Council in all cases to which they are
applicable.

A. Rules of Debate.

1. When any Councilmember wishes to speak, he/she shall rise
and address the Chair.
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2. When recognized, the Member shall, in a courteous manner,
confine comments to the question under debate.

3. The Councilmember who sponsors a Bill, Resolution or motion
shall have the privilege of speaking first and last upon it.

4. No Councilmember shall impugn the motives of any other
Member, or speak more than twice except for explanation
during the consideration of any one question.

B. Motions.

1. No motion shall be entertained or debated until duly seconded
and announced by the President.

2. The motion shall be recorded and, if requested by any
Councilmember, it shall be read by the City Clerk before it is
debated.

3. If no Councilmember objects, a motion may be withdrawn by the
maker before amendment or action.

4. Motions shall b& entertained in the order of precedence outlined
in the then-curfent edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised. @b@

5
(O
(@) o~
Z Y 3
o o et
({3] el o
2 8 S 2 3
MOTION TO: ®) c o Q ¢
B e 2 73
N < > =9
Adjourn Yes No Maj No
| Recess Yes No“%zges Maj No
Reconsider (except on final passage Yes Yes No Maj No

of legislation)

| To table

Yes No No Maj No

| To move the Previous question Yes No No 2/3 Yes

| To hold to a certain time Yes Yes Yes Maj Yes
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| To commit to a committee Yes Yes Yes Maj Yes
| To amend or substitute Yes Yes Yes Maj Yes

| To hold indefinitely (see section 6) Yes Yes No Maj  Sometimes

5. When a question has been held by motion, to a time certain, the
question shall not be introduced again at the same meeting.

6. When a question has been held indefinitely by motion, it-the
question shall not be introduced again for at least 60 days.

7. A motion to table an amendment shall not carry the main
guestion with it unless so specified in the motion to table.

motion is madd.fo reconsider, the vote upon such
reconsideratioR@ motion shall not be acted on before the next
meeting of the C8uncil. (See also Rule VI.G)

e Py
%

8. When a bill is%t upon its final passage and fails to pass, and a

2

z
%
A
B
0
0
G
o
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C. Recognition by the President.

1. When two or more Councilmembers rise at the same time to
address the Chair, the President shall designate the one who
shall speak first.

D. Division of a Question.

1. Any Councilmember may call for a division of a question, which
shall be divided if it embraces subjects so distinct that one being
taken away, a substantive proposition shall remain for the
decision of the Council, but a motion to strike out and insert
shall not be divided.

E. Point of Order.
1. The President shall decide all points of order.

2. If dissatisfied with the decision of the President, any Member
may appegl the decision.

3. Inall cas%ﬂf appeal, the question shall be: “Shall the decision
of the Cha@ sustained?”

speak more than once on an appeal without
ajority of the Councilmembers in attendance.

4. No Member W‘,
the consent of g
5. The decision in ref3
of the Councilmem@s in attendance. In case of a tie vote, the

decision of the Presidgshall stand.

Jonse to the appeal shall be by majority vote

F. Previous Question.

1. The previous question may e demanded by two
Councilmembers in this forfi¥y'Shall the main question now be
voted upon without further dete?" When a two-thirds (2/3)
majority of the Councilmembers’in attendance vote to end
debate, such debate shall end.

VI. VOTING AT SESSIONS OF THE FULL COUNCIL
A. Voting Required.

1. Every Councilmember in attendance shall participate in the
voting process for all actions before the Full Council__, except
that Councilmembers must disqualify themselves from voting if
disqualification is required by either the City’s Code of Ethics
(SMC 4.16) or the Washington State Appearance of Fairness
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Doctrine, and a member may disqualify themselves from vot.ing
to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest, unless a
majority of those present vote that there is no conflict. (See also

Rule VI.D.2)

2. Abstentions are not allowed. Members not having disqualified
themselves pursuant to Article VI..-A.--1-abeve, shall vote “Aye”
or “No.”

B. Roll Call Voting.

1. A roll call vote is required when voting on final passage of
Council Bills.

2. A roll call vote on other business may be demanded by two
Councilmembers in attendance, or by the President. In the case
of a demand for a roll call vote, the votes shall be recorded by
the City Clerk in the Journal of Proceedings. (City Charter
Article IV Section 4, Third)

3. Roll for a roll call vote will-be is called in alphabetical order,

Sy the President, provided that each week that the Full
Meets, the name at the beginning of the roll will-be is

moved to'% ‘, e end of the roll in a systematic rotation.

1. A voice vote may‘t’ﬂ taken on any matter of business before the
Council except for f@g final passage of a Bill, unless a roll call
vote has been reque as provided in RuleAvtisle VI.-B.-2-of

this-decument. :
D. Announcing and Recording V;%\

1. Upon the conclusion of the %call or voice vote, the City Clerk
shall announce the “ayes” and “no's” and “disqualifications” for
all votes and enter them into the Journal of the Proceedings.
The announcement of the result of any vote shall not be
postponed.

2. When a Councilmember is in attendance, and has disqualified
him/herself from voting, the Clerk shall record and announce “in
attendance, but disqualified from voting.” (See also Rule VI.A.1)
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E. Proxy Votes.

1. There shall be no proxy votes. A Member may only cast a vote
if he/she is in attendance to do so at the time the vote is taken,-
except as provided for in Rule 11 G.

F. Tie Vote.
1. In the event of a tie vote, the motion does not pass.

G. Reconsideration.

1. After the final vote on any motion, Resolution or Bill, and before
the adjournment of that Full Council session, any Member who
voted with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration.
Seconds to motions for reconsideration may be from either the

prevailing ognon-prevailing side.
a) When t%ysult of the final vote is to pass any motion,

Resolution gg Bill, any reconsideration vote must take place
before adjo u"'f,i ent of that day's session, or else there shall
be no reconstg@®ration vote.
~
b) When the result@#the final vote is to not pass a motion,
Resolution or Bill,‘& reconsideration shall not be acted
upon before the ne%gular meeting of the Full Council.
(City Charter Article jection 10)

2. A motion to reconsider shalkgyave precedence over every other
motion, except a motion to adjgurn. '

3. Motions to reconsider a vote@ihon amendments to any
pending question shall be made afid decided at once.

Vil.  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE -

Vii——Committee of the Whole is a special committee.All-Counciimembers-are
members-of-the-Committee-of-the- \WWhole-:

A. Assignment of Business to the Committee of the Whole.

1. The President or a majority of all Councilmembers may assign
any matter to the Committee of the Whole for appropriate review
and action, when the subject to be considered contains many
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items and relates to diverse subjects, or is of significant concern
to all Councilmembers.

2. At the time of assigning of any matter to the Committee of the
‘Whole, the President shall designate the Committee of the
Whole Chair for this specific action.

B. Meetings of the Committee of the Whole

1. The Council President shall approve the scheduling of meetings

of the Committee of the Whole.

- . f the \Whole.f dorati £ an .

2. Preliminary agendas for Committee of the Whole meetings,
listing items on which discussion will be held or a
re mendation made, will be made available to the public. All
rea ble effort will be made to provide the preliminary agenda
at lea24 hours prior to the meeting.

>
\ . . N
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VIII. STANDING COMMITTEES - To Facilitate Legislative Functions of the
Council (City Charter Article 1V Section 4)

A. Formation of Committees.

1.

Standing committees are formed after the biennial selection of a
Council President.

Formation of standing committees, i.e. the identification of
committees’ scopes of work, meeting schedules and
membership and Chair assignments, is accomplished by a
process of discussion and consensus among Councilmembers,
which shall be submitted to the members for ratification by
Resolution.

If no consensus is reached, the President shall poll the
members and make a decision, which shall be submitted to the
Members for ratification by Resolution.

B. Membership of Standing Committees.

1.

Membership of a standing committee generally consists of a
ir, two members and an alternate, but may be established
olved by the Council.

the ap tment and/or election of a replacement

CounciltBnber, the committee duties and responsibilities of the
replaceméfi Councilmember shall be proposed by the Council
President, shall be established by Council Resolution to be

adopted W|thmy5 days of the date the replacement
Counculmembe@kes office.

3. Any Councilmemb@nmay attend a standing committee meeting.

4. There shall be no quégxn requirement for standing committee

meetings. %

C. Duties and Responsibilities of Standing Committees and Members.

1.

Members of standing committees shall acquaint themselves
with the interests of the City specifically represented by that
committee, and shall make recommendations to the Full Council

~ on Council Bills, Resolutions, and Clerk Files, and such other

reports as in their judgment(s) will advance the interests and
promote the welfare of the people of the City.
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2.

It shall be the duty of each member of a standing committee to
attend the committee’s meetings. The attendance policy for
standing committees shall be as follows:

a) Members of standing committees are expected to must
attend all meetings of said committees, unless excused.

~ b) A committee member may obtain a leave of absence or be

excused with the consent of the committee Chair.

d) Members attending standing committees shall not leave
standing committee meetings without notifying the
committee Chair. '

Any Councilmember attending a standing committee meeting
may vote, or abstain from voting, on issues before the

committee. %ﬁ

Committee Repgﬁ o

a) Standing \‘ must have a written record of final
action on anv qua giion reported out to the Full Councnl B—LLES

e

-
o'
-

b) Reports of standing committe&§shall be entered in the
Journal of the Proceedings of theggity Council.

c) Divided Reports >0 )

(1) Standing committees shall file a divided report
when there is not unanimity on the committee's
final recommendation to the Full Council.

(2) A divided report containing the different
recommendations from the committee shall be
made available after said committee meeting for
signing by those Members wishing to subscribe to
it.

(3) At least three days before scheduled presentation
of the recommendation to the Full Council, the
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signed report shall be made available to all
Councilmembers. .

~(4) Only those Councilmembers having attended a
discussion of the Bill or Resolution which is the
subject of the committee’s recommendation, and
having voted “aye” or no” on the recommendation,
shall subscribe to the report. . '

(5) Unless authorized by the Council President and
the committee Chair, a divided report shall be-not
be presented to Full Council until one week has
elapsed from the divided committee vote, in order
to allow Councilmembers time to review.

(6) When reporting recommendations to the Full
Council:

%} (a) the position signed by the majority shall be
¢ considered first;

ot vote on a final recommendation
, #gn or Clerk File on the same day
that a public hearing was hélébon that item, except upon

passage of a motion by the CP%[O take-do so.
IX. SPECIAL COMMITTEES ‘%\
O

fe)

A. The Budget Committee is a special committee, comprised of all
Councilmembers and chaired by the Chair of the finance committee.

B. Town Hall is a special committee comprised of at least four

Councilmembers and chaired on a rotation schedule established by the
Council President.

C. Committee of the Whole is a special committee comprised of all
Councilmembers: the chair is designated by the Council President.

D, The President may appoint other special committees from time
to time as the need arises.

AE. Preliminary éqendas of special committee meetings, listing
items on which discussion will be held or action taken, will be made
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available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide
the preliminary agenda at least 24 hqurs prior to the meeting.

F. A quorum for convening meetings of a special committee, or for
making recommendations, or taking committee action, shall be
determined by the Council President at the time the that special
committee’s assignments are made, or in the case of Town Hall or
Committee of the Whole, at the time of scheduling-

B-G. Special committees shall not vote on a final recommendation on any
Council Bill, Resolution or Clerk File on the same day that a public
hearing was held on that item, except upon passage of a motion by
the Chair to do so.

H. Special committees may be of limited duration or focus.

I Special committees must have a written record of final action on any
legislation reported out to the Full Council.
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X. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS

A-—Duties of the Chairs of Committees shall include:

4——Allow at each meeting a comment period for members of the
public to address the committee on matters on that day's
agenda for that meeting, in accordance with Legislative
Department policy regarding public comment at meetings.

2. This provision (Agiele_Rule X,A,1 of this document) does not
apply to Special Corfgnittees. '
P

at the appointed times, and record
mes of the meetings.

2.3. _Call the meetings to orde

S

the beginning and endingy

3-4. Determine and state the a nt of time allowed for speakers,
and announce instructions to*lae speakers at the start of each
meeting. The Chair may allo ditional time for the

submission of written comment t@m the public.

4.5. _Advise speakers that their oral putﬂ% omments are being
recorded. _ ﬁ%

6.6. Recognize Councilmembers and, in acé&dance with these
General Rules and Procedures, others wl%wish to speak.

6.7. Keep to the time schedule.

#8. Stop oral public comment when repetitive or irrelevant.

&9. Suspend the Rrules when appropriate, in accordance with

Article XI.--B of this document.

9:-10. Invite persons to the committee table for the purposes of
providing information necessary to committee business, and
explain to those in attendance his/her reasons for inviting
parties to the committee table.
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40:11. Set the committee’s agenda consistent with the committee’s

assigned scope of work.

44-12. Preserve order and decorum.

1243. Present to the Council each year at a Full Council meeting in

January as designated by the Council President, the

committee's Annual Legislative Report. The report will identify

accomplishments of the commiittee in the preceding year and

objectives of the committee for the coming calendar year, in a

report format as determlned by the Councn PreS|dent (Aek;‘ed
- : / o 0048

£ A

-

Xl. MISCELLANEQUS

A. Attendance at Sessions of the Full Council.

1.

Councilmembers must attend all regular Full Council meetings,
unless excus€g. (City Charter Article IV Section 3)
o

Pro-Tem acting i capacity of the President, or four

Three Counciln@ bers, including the President or President
members in the I:r’%dent’s or President Pro-Tem’s absence,

_shall be authorized t%r:pel the attendance of absent

unexcused members e Full Council meeting, but may
adjourn from day to day‘@necessary until a quorum can be
convened. (City Charter A@cle IV, Section 3)

A Councilmember may obtalﬁA eave of absence or be excused
from a particular meeting by v%of the Council.

No more than four Councnlmembé’%may be excused from any
one Full Council Meeting, except d the month of
November, when no more than two Councilmembers may be
excused from any one Full Council Meeting.

When the maximum number of Councilmembers has been
excused for any one particular meeting, the last Councilmember
having requested an excused absence for that meeting will be
considered “on call”. A Councilmember “on call” may arrange
with any other excused Councilmember to trade places in the
order of excused absences for a particular meeting.

Emergency absences may be authorized by the Council
President, who will announce the emergency absence at the
meeting.
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7. The City Clerk shall record the attendance and requests for
excused absence(s) from Full Council Meetings.

B. Suspension of General Rules and Procedures.

1. Any rule or procedure, except as noted below, may be
temporarily suspended for a special purpose by a two-thirds
vote in open session of the Members present.

2. The following rules or procedures established by this document
may not be suspended:

a) This section, Xl, B, K

b) Reconsideratio%ection, VI,G

c) Executive Sessicﬁbsubsection, I, C,7
d)  Those required b arter

de) Those required by tF& Seattle Municipal Code

ef)  Those required by st wlaw

8 50 By Ny e L E T £ 60 % JinldTa Lt o b
=2 e T ATA" v oo e

Rad to provide a quide for
compliance with Rule Xl thich shall be attached as an

'y - -
ahs £ -

reasoens-}-The Clerk is dire

Appendix to these Rules. ‘i%

3. When the suspension of a rule or procedure is requested, and
no objection is offered, the President or Chair shall announce the
rule or procedure suspended, and the Council or committee may
proceed accordingly.

C. Action Requirement.

1. In March of each year, the Council shall consider for retiring any
Clerk File, Resolution or Bill which has been in a standing
committee or before the Council for at least one year prior to
that date.

D. Breach of Decorum.

1. “The City Council shall have authority to punish its Members
and others for disorderly or otherwise contemptuous behavior in
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its presence, and to expel for such behavior in its presence any
Member by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of its
Members, specifying in the order of expulsion the cause
thereof.” (City Charter Article IV Section 4)

E. Councilmember Objection to an Action of the Council

1. Any Councilmember may protest against the action of the
Council upon any question and have the oral objection entered
upon the Journal.

2. If the protesting Councilmember wishes the Journal to contain a
written objection, he/she shall file that objection with the City Clerk
within forty-eight hours following the action being objected.

F. Electronic Recording.

1. Public meetings of the Full Council, including regular Monday
Brleflngs meetmg spemal meetings, standlng committees;-special

also Rule X A 4) B

3. The C|ty Clerk shall mam% custody of these recordlnqs the

G. Public Access. ®)
1. Members of the Public: ’%(\

a) No individual other than the Legislative Department staff
may approach the Councilmembers or the Clerks while the
Council or committee is in session, unless permitted to do so
by the President or Chair.

b) During committee meetings and Council Briefings, no
persons other than Legislative Department staff shall join
Councilmembers at the committee table, unless specifically
invited by the committee Chair to provide information
necessary to committee business.

c) Physical access to Councilmember office areas will-be is
limited and will-be provided only in accordance with

31







2.

3.

H. Equal Access and Pa%pation - Requests for Reasonable
Accommodation. ¥

1.

. Use of Council Chambers.

1.

established policies and procedures of the Legislative
Department.

d) Persons desiring to electronically tape (audio, video, etc.) or
photograph a Councilmember within the Councilmember
office area(s) may only do so with the permission of the
respective Councilmember(s) or their respective staff
members, when so delegated.

Members of the Media:

a) Access by media shall be in accordance with Legislative
Department policy.

Extraordinary Circumstances:

a) Inthe event of extraordinary circumstances, the Council
President or his/her designee, may suspend or modify
provisions in this section, Article XI,G, to protect the safe and
responsible functioning of the Council.

1y

Upon request, rea ble accommodations will be made to
enable persons with %abilities to attend all public City Council

meetings. e
Q

Because sufficient lead tiMmg. is often crucial to the Council's
ability to respond to a requ@@ for reasonable accommodation,
anyone desiring an accomm%&on for a given meeting should
make his/her request at the eadest possible opportunity.

Any individual wishing to request iliary aids or services or
other reasonable accommodations s@uld direct his/her request
to the Legislative Department Admimsé%tive Staff.

Legislative Department staff will evaluate all requests and make
accommodations that are reasonable under all the
circumstances.

Council business shall take precedence over other uses of the
Council Chambers.
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2. The Council President or his/her designee shall review and
decide whether to approve proposed uses of the Council
Chambers for other City business or by other public entities.

J. Biennial Review of General Rules and Procedures.

1. The Council President and the City Clerk shall conduct biennial
reviews of Council General Rules and Procedures.

K. Amendment of General Rules and Procedures.

1. Amendments to these General Rules and Procedures shall be
by majority vote of the Members, and, if applicable, pursuant to
SMC 3.02.030.
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Proposed Revisions to the
Rules and Procedures of the City Council

(as introduced to the Council)




. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS

A. Members.

1.

The members of the City Council shall establish rules for its
proceedings. (City Charter Article IV Section 4)

As the Legislative branch of City government, the City Council
shall establish policy for the City.

No individual member of the Council shall have or execute
executive or administrative power, except as provided in the
Charter. (City Charter Article IV Section 4, Fifth)

Duties and Responsibilities of Members of the City Council
include, but are not limited to:

a) Upholding the public trust, d{é‘ﬁonstratlng integrity, honesty
and fairness;

B. President.

1.

Biennially, and also whenever the position becomes vacant, the
Council shall choose from its members a President, who shall
perform the usual functions of a presiding officer. (City Charter
Article IV Section 4, First)

The President may be removed by the affirmative vote of not
less than two-thirds of all the members. (City Charter Article IV
Section 4, First)

Duties and Responsibilities of the President include but are not
limited to:

a) The President shall call the Council to order at the hour
appointed for meeting, or at the hour to which the Council




b)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

)

shall have adjourned at the preceding session, and if a
quorum be present in attendance, shall proceed with the
order of business and adjourn the Council when business is
deemed finished.

The President shall, in open session, sign all Council Bills in
authentication of their passage, (City Charter Article IV
Section 11); and the President shall sign all Resolutions in
authentication of their adoption.

The President shall promote efficient operation of the
Council, which shall include setting the Full Council agenda
and expediting parliamentary debate, or if there is no
objection from any other member, expediting the passage of
routine motions.

The President may speak to points of order, inquiry or
information in preference to other members and shall decide
all questions q f order subject to an appeal to the Councu by
anymembe note:

Order:)Asticl

While speaking any question before the Council, the
President shall ha )e right to turn the chair over to the
President pro tem.

%
The President shalll pre@ve order and decorum within the
Chambers.

o
The President shall appoint membership to special or
non-standing ether committee&@s required or as deemed
necessary to efficiently conduct% business of the Council.

The President shall monitor standir%ommittee agendas to
ensure issues are appropriate to respective committees, and
within the scope or work program of said committee, or '
otherwise assigned.

In the absence from the City or incapacitation of the Mayor,
the President shall act as Mayor. (City Charter Article V
Section 9)

The President may simultaneously serve as Council
President and act as Mayor; however, when the President,
acting as Mayor, is confronted with a conflict of duties and
responsibilities so fundamental that the public interest
requires it, as to the particular matter he/she shall act as
Mayor only.




k) The President shall provide for the orientation of new
Councilmembers. '

I) The President shall head the Legislative Department. (City
Charter Article 1l Section 3)

C. President Pro Tem.

1.

MEETINGS

Biennially the Council will designate by Resolution a list of
Presidents pro tem. The list will be based upon seniority and
will rotate the position monthly.

In the absence of the President Pro Tem, the Councilmember
designated for the next month shall assume the role of
President Pro Tem.

Duties and Responsibilities of the President Pro Tem include
but are not limited to:

a) The President Pro Tem will act as President in the case of
incapacitation or absence:of the President. (City Charter
Article V, Section 9) .. *

b) For the purposesgcs;f;}ithi‘s section the President is not “absent”
when acting as;May’()r.




A. Regular Meetings.

1.

f)g)reviewed-Full Council Regdf

Full Council Meetings (City Charter Article IV Section 6)

a) The Full Council shall meet each Monday with exceptions as
listed below. :

b) If Monday is a legal holiday, then the regular Full Council
meeting shall be held on the next day not a legal holiday.

c) Regular meetings willare not be held on the last Monday in
August and the last two Mondays in December.

d) Regular Meetings shall convene at 2:00 p.m. The time of
adjournment shall be entered in the Journal.

e) Any regular meeting of the Full Council may be canceled
with the concurrence of a majority of the members of the
Council. :

f) Preliminary agen%\bof upcoming regular Full Council
meetings, listing iteMp on which action is expected to be

taken, will be made ilable to the public. All reasonable
effort will be made to < the preliminary agenda available
online and in hard copy QIeast two business days prior to

the meeting.

gh Meetings are- shall be held in
the-Council Chambers, Full-Cgynci-Meetings-shall-normally
be-held-in the-Seattle City Hall. The City CounCII
may meet at another location in event of an emergency
or disaster. i

AFEJ{eie—m—G—Z—eHM&eteeumeH%— ( Moved to a above)

mi)A quorum shall consist of a majority of all nine
Councilmembers, except as set forth in Subsection ki. (City
Charter Article IV, Section 3A)

Bj) Less than a quorum of councilmembers may adjourn from
day to day, or until the next regular meeting, and may




compel the attendance of absent members in such a manner
and under such penalties as the Council shall prescribe.
(City Charter Article 1V, Section 3A) (See also Rule XI.A.2.
Attendance at Sessions of Full Council.)

pk)Under any of the following circumstances, a quorum shall be
determined under this section (Subsection k):

(1)

(2)

Except when Subsection k 2) applies, in order to select a
person to fill a vacancy on the City Council, a quorum
shall consist of a majority of those Councilmembers
holding office at the time the Council makes the
selection, and for such purpose a majority of such
members holding office at the time the council makes
the selection shall constitute a majority of the council.
(City Charter Article 1V, Section 3A)

During a declared emergency under Article V, Section 2
of the City Charter, a quorum shall for all purposes
consist of a majority of all those Councilmembers who
are available to,.{particib"ate in Council meetings and are
capable of performing the duties of office, and a majority
of such mempbers available to participate in Council
meetings and capéble of performing the duties of office
shall constitute a majority of the Council. (City Charter
Article IV; Section 3A)




2. Council Briefings

a) The Council will hold Council Briefings to discuss and
receive briefings on issues of general interest.

b) Regular Council Briefings shall ordinarily be held at 9:30
a.m. each Monday, or if Monday is a holiday, then on the
next day not a legal holiday.

c) The Council President or his/her designee chairs the Council
Briefing.

d) No binding votes may be taken at Council Briefings.

e) Preliminary agendas of upcoming regular Council Briefings,
listing items for which discussion is expected, will be made
available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to
provide the preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at

least two %usiness days prior to the meeting.

held in ..;_“ il Chambers in Seattle City Hall,unless a
specific alterna cation is established by the
President,and apB#epriate public notice and access are

provided. ‘(’9

f)

g) Council Briefings may%canceled by the Council President
at any time.

h) There shall be no quorum‘%irement for Council Briefings.

A

3. Standing Committee Meetings. %

a) Standing committee meetings will generally be held twice
monthly, in accordance with committee assignment.
guidelines.

b) Preliminary Agendas for upcoming regular standing
committee meetings, listing items for which discussion
and/or recommendation -is expected, will be made available
to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide
the preliminary agenda on line and in hard copy at least two
business days prior to the meeting.

b)c) All reasonable effort will be made to make materials
that are to be presented in Council Committee meetings,
available online at least 24 hours in advance of the




Committee meeting, and coples wnl be made avallable to
those attendm the meetm. it e

Standing committee meetings are generally held in the Seafetle
Gity-Hall-in Council Chambers,in Seattle City Hall unless
a specific alternate location is established by the Chair
with the concurrence of a majority of the regular
members of that committee, and appropriate public

notlce and access are prowded »butspee}f{c—a#e#}atwe

6)d) The committee Chair may cancel a committee
meeting at any time.

de) There shall be no quorum requirement for standing
committee meetings.

f) Standing committees shall not vote on a final
recommendation on any Council Bill, Resolution or Clerk File
on the same day that-a public hearing was held on that item,
except upon passage of a motion by the Chair to do so.

e)a) Standing committees that meet after noon on
Thursday or on Friday shall not refer legislation to the next
reqgular Full Council meeting for final action, except upon
passage of'a motion by the Chair to do so.

‘A

B. SpeCIaI Meetmgs
1. Full COUI"ICII

a). The Mayor, the President of the City Council, or any three
Councilmembers, may call a special meeting of the Council
consistent with the provisions of RCW 42.30.080. (City
Charter Article 1V.Section 6)

b) Notices of special meetings shall be in accordance with
RCW 42.30.080.

c) The only items of business for which final action may be
taken at a special meeting shall be those items which
werelisted on the written notice.




d) Special meetings willgenerally-be are held in the-Council
Chambers, in Seattle City Hall_ unless a specific alternate
location is established by the party calling the meeting, be
that the Mavyor, the Council President, or three
Councilmembers, and notice as required under RCW
42.30.080 is given- ‘

2. Standing Committees

a) Special meetings of standing committees may be scheduled
by the committee Chair.

b) Preliminary agendas of upcoming special standing
committee meetings, listing items on which action is
expected to be taken, will be made available to the public.
All rReasonable efforts will be made to provide notice of
special meetings of standing committees-online and in hard
copy at least two business days prior to the meeting. {(See

C. Executive Sessions.

1. Executive sessions% be held during Full Council Meetings,
Council Briefings, ; ings of the Committee of the Whole, ;
or standing or special ¢ ittee; meetings, whether regular or
special meetings, and at\gtger tlmes as allowed by RCW
4230110140aﬂd when Glp Ibe . j

4-2. -An attorney from the Law Der@ent, or outside counsel if
appropriate, will be present during ouncil Executive

Sessions to advise Councilmembers ompliance with the
Washinqton. Open Public Meetings Act MA: RCW 42.30).

2%

2.3. _Issues which may be considered in exegdlive session
include, but are not limited to:

a) Consideration of certain real estate transactions and/or -
prices;

b) Evaluation of complaints against a public officer or
employee;

c) Evaluation of qualifications of candidate for appointment to
elective office;




d) Evaluation of qualifications of an applicant for public
employment or to review the performance of a public
employee;

e) Discussion with legal counsel regarding litigation or potential
litigation to which the when-the City or a Councilmember
acting in an official capacity is, or is likely to become, a party

to-litigation;;

f) Planning or adopting the strategy or position to be taken
during the course of collective bargaining or reviewing the
proposals made in labor negotiations while in progress.

3:4. The presiding officer or a majority of those Councilmembers
in attendance may decide to convene an executive session,
during a particular meeting. An executive session may be
ended by the presiding officer or by a majority vote of those
Councilmembers in attendance.

4-5. _Before convening an executive session, the presiding officer
shall announce the purpose of the executive session ,and the
time when the executive session is expected to conclude.

56:6. __Attendance at execuflve session ,shall be limited to:

b) assistants t "C_»ouncilmembers representing their
Councilmember in the Councilmembers' absence(s) (and
this attendance shall be limited to presence, not
part|C|p 2\ 'on)

c) City staff members and others representing the City (e.g.
consultants) who are directly involved in the issue and who
ﬁ_{have been invited by the presiding officer to attend;

d§";‘l‘egal counsel assigned to the issue.

6-7. _Those persons attending an executive session shall not
disclose the contents of discussions held within said session.

+8. __The Council may choose to waive the attorney-client
privilege ,regarding legal matters discussed with counsel at an
executive session only by unanimous agreement of those
Members attending said session®.

[*Editor's note: Discussion of legal matters between City
officials and their lawyer, usually the City Attorney, are protected
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by the attorney-cllent prlvnege from being used against the City
in court.]

D. Public Hearings.

Public Hearings differ from regular comment periods in that they are more
formal opportunities for members of the public to speak on a particular
proposed ordinance, resolution, or other legislative action. If any public
hearings are scheduled for a particular regular or special Council or
committee meeting, the agenda for the meeting will specify the proposed
ordinance, resolution, or other legislative action that is the subject of the
public hearing. The agenda may also specify the total time allotted for the
public hearing and time limits for individual speakers. (See also Rules

and X.A)

21. _Public Hearings generally serve the purposefs)-of gathering
data and/or opinions from citizens;.-and/orto-previde
opporunities forcitizens-to-be-heard.

2. Public’Hearings are not generally required, except for certain
types of actions as provided by law.

3. Specmc rules applto certain tvpes of hearlnqs mcluqu but

. ‘ 5
4. When not required by law, %plic Hearings are at the discretion
of the committee Chair or th uncil President.

5. Public Hearings may be held as@of a regularly scheduled
public Council or committee meetia@, but the Public Hearing
shall be conducted as a separate ag%a item.

6. The Chair of the body conducting the @c Hearing shall:

a) Establish and announce at the-beginnir‘@of the Public
Hearing the specific rules, guidelines and time limits for
speakers.

b) Require all speakers to sign in on registers provided by
Legislative Department staff. (See also Rule |11.B.5.Public
Comment at Full Council and Committee Meetings.)

b) ¢G) Notify speakers that their oral public comment is being
recorded.
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- E._Town Meetings.

E:1. Town Hall is a special committee.

4+:2. __The purpose of a Town Hall committee meeting Meeting is to
afford the public an opportunity to address the Council at a
location outside the Council Chambers or City Hall in an
informal setting.

2:3. __The Council shall hold atleast two spesial Town Hall

committee Mmeetings per calendar year.

4. The Council President shall determine the date, time and
location of the Town Meetings Hall committee meetings and
will establish a rotation schedule for chairing the meetings.

3:5. The President may, when announcing the date, time and

location of each such meeting, establish the subject or
subjects to which public comment shall be limited.

4.6. _ Public comment at Town_Hall committee-Mmeetings shall be

in accordance with Legislative Department policy regarding
public comment at meetings.

6:8. _ Council shall takéfho vote or other final action at a Town Hall

committeeM meeting.

/9. Town Hall cémmittee Mmeetings are required to be
electronically recorded.

F. Emergency Meet;ihgs.

1. SpeciafifEmergency Meetings may be called by the President, or
by a majority of the Councilmembers. (RCW 42.30.070) 3
(Except as set forth in Rule 11.A.1.K Regular Meetings.)

2. Meeting time, location and notice requirements do not apply to
emergency meetings called for emergency matters as permitted
by RCW 42.30.070, RCW 42.30.080, and RCW 42.14.075.

3. Emergency Meetings are open to the public unless exempt
under RCW 42.30.

G. E Attendance During an Emergency

12




In the event that a natural disaster, fire, flood, earthquake, enemy
attack, imminent enemy attack, or other catastrophic emergency renders a
Member's physical attendance at a meeting impracticable, such Member
may attend by any electronic means (e.g. multi-party telephone or video
conferencing) utilized by the Council for such purpose.

[1l. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
A. Public Sessions.

1. All meetings of the Council, and all meetings of standing and
special committees (except executive sessions or as otherwise
permitted by law) shall be open to the public, and shall be
conducted in a manner which provides the opportunity for
attendees to hear and see the proceedings of those Members
physically present and to hear those Members, if any, attending
by electronic means, as provided by these rules. (See also
Rule XH +H. Equal Access and Partlcmatlon )@Hhm@eeameni

2. The Council shall not adjourn its regular Full Council Meetings
to any place other than its regular meeting place, which is
Council Chambers in the Seattle City Hall, except as provided
by law. (See Article-gdso Rule II.A.1.9 Meetings and Rule Il -C;
1. Interruptions to Codfizil Meetings and Committee Meetings.)
olthis-desument-and- also City Charter Atrticle IV Section 6)

3. Meetings of the Committe the Whole shall not convene in or
adjourn to any place othert its regular meeting place, which
is the Seattle City Hall, _unles®% specific alternate location is
‘established by the Chair, and a@opriate public notice and
access are provided, or as otherwéje permitted by state law.

»

4. Meetings of standing committees shé’%)": convene in or
adjourn to any place other than that ¢ ittee’s regular
meeting place, which is the Seattle City , unless a specific
alternate location is established by the Chayith the
concurrence of a majority of the reqular meg&rs of that
committee and approprlate publlc notice and access are
provided, eras-others wstate-law

4.5. Meetings of special committees may be held in Council
Chambers in Seattle City Hall or an alternate location as
established by the Council President in the case of Town Hall
Committee or by the committee chair so long as appropriate
public notice and access are provided.
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B. Public Comment at the Full Council and Committee Meetings

Comment Periods differ from Public Hearings (See Article Il, D of
this document) in that they are brief opportunities, usually at the
beginning of regular council and standing committee meetings, for
members of the public to comment regarding any item on the
agenda for that regular meeting. The agenda for a particular
regular meeting may specify the total time allotted for the comment
period and for time limits for individual comments.

1. The Council- shall not take pubhc comment at speCIal meetmgs
of the Full Councn~ Fown-Meetings : ‘

2. The Council shall take public comment at regular Full Council
Meetings:

a) ea-comment should be related to matters on that day's
regular Full Council meeting agenda for vote or final action;

b) speakers must sign up prier to the start of the meeting;

c¢) the Chair shall set time limits for speakers and for the total
" comment period;

d) all public comment shall be in accordance with Legislative
Department pollcy regardlng public comment at meetings,-
) and in accordance with
Rule 111;.B.5. Pubhc Comment,and-in-aceordansce-with- X.A.
Duties of Committee Chairs.-ofthese-Rules)

3. Standing Committees shall, and Committees of the Whole and
Special Committees may, allow public comment at committee
meetings, in accordance with Legislative Department policy
regarding public comment at meetings, In accordance with Rule
;. B. 5 PUb|IC Comment— and X Dutles of Commlttee Chairs.-ef

4. The Council is not required to allow public comment at Councn
Briefings.

5. Persons speaking before the Full Council, the Committee of the
Whole, or any standing committee, will identify themselves for
the record, as-te-name;-address;-and-organization-(if

applicable)-
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a) The Chair of the meeting, at his/her discretion, may waive
Article lll, B, 5 above, in the interest of personal safety of the
person speaking.

C. Interruption(s) to Council Meetings and Committee Meetings.

1. It shall be the responsibility of the Chair to maintain order and
adjourn any meeting as he/she deems necessary.

2. In the event that any meeting is interrupted by any person or by
a group or groups of persons so as to render the orderly
conduct of such meeting not feasible, and order cannot be
restored by the removal of individuals who are interrupting the
meeting, the Members of the Council or the committee
conducting the meeting may order the meeting room cleared
and continue in session, or may adjourn the meeting and re-
convene at another location selected by majority vote of the
Members present. In such a session, final disposition may be
taken only on matters appearing on the agenda.
Representatives of the press or other news media, except those
participating in the disturbance, shall be allowed to attend any
session held puruant to this section. (referto-See RCW

42.30.050-for-Chgzeilonl
%,
3. The Council or the cémmittees may establish procedures for re-
admitting an individu individuals not responsible for

disturbing the orderly ¢ ct of the meeting.

4. When a meeting is adjourng’ ue to an interruption,
Councilmembers and staff shelldeave the meeting room until the -
meeting is reconvened. Q)

IV. COUNCIL BUSINESS R/

O.o
N

<

1. All Council Bills, Resolutions and Clerk Filé?brought before the
Council shall be prepared for introduction according to
established policies and procedures of the Legislative branch
Department.

A. Business Brought Before the Council.

2. A Resolution cannot be adopted at the same meeting at which it
is intfroduced except by a 2/3 vote of the members present.

3. A Bill cannot be introduced and passed at the same meeting,
except for the weekly Bill for payment of bills, salaries and
claims. (City Charter Article IV Section 8)
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4. No Bill shall become an ordinance unless on its final passage at
least a majority of all nine Councilmembers vote in its favor.
(City Charter Article IV Section 8)

In some cases, passage requires more than a majority vote.

4.-5. Amendments to Council Bills legislatien may not be
presented at a Full Council meeting unless previously circulated
to Councilmembers and reviewed by the Law Department at
least two hours before the meeting, except in cases including
but not limited to amendments to development regulations
subject to the Growth Management Act, where statutes may
require additional public notice and comment before
amendments may be made.-

5. 6. The only items of business for which final action may be
taken at a special meeting shall be those items which were
listed on the written notice.

16




B. Order of Business.

1.

The President shall announce to the Council the business in

order. Business of the Council at regular Full Council meetings
shall ordinarily be disposed of in the following order:

a) Call to Order

b) Roll Call

c) Approval of the Agenda
d) Approval of the Journal
e) Presentations

f) Public Comment

g) Ratification of Referrals Calendar (Clerk Files, Bills, and
Resolutions)

h) Payment of Bill Clalms and Salaries

i) Committee Repo Discussion and vote on Resolutions,
Bills and Clerk Flle

j) Adoption of Other Resé%ons

(4

k) Other Business ,{9
I) Adjournment %

Upon the passage of each Bill, the Pr&gi ent shall announce
that he/she is signing the Bill, - and if so uested by any
Councilmember, that Bill shall be read at 'jm so as to ensure
its correctness before it shall become enroll& »‘ (City Charter

Article IV Section 11)

C. Vetoed Bills

1.

The Council shall reconsider and vote again on the passage of
any Bill which is vetoed by the Mayor, in accordance with the
City Charter. (City Charter Article IV Section 12)

Reconsideration shall occur not less than five days after the
Mayor’s publication of said veto, and not more than 30 days
after the return of said Bill by the Mayor. (City Charter Article 1V
Section 12)
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3.

Passage of a Bill during reconsideration shall be by two-thirds
vote of all the members of the Council. (City Charter Article IV
Section 12) ‘ l

Any Bill presented to Council for reconsideration which does not
pass during the first vote of reconsideration shall be deemed
finally lost. (City Charter Article IV Section 12)

D. Journal of Proceedings

1.

3.

The City Clerk shall record -into the Journal of Proceedings the

proceedings of the Full Council at its regular and special
meetings, and reports to the Full Council by committees.

The Journal of the Proceedings shall be presented to the
Council for approval at the next regular Full Council Meeting. =

The Journal of the Proceedings shall be a public document. -

V. PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES (for Full Council meetings)

If the current General Rules and Procedures of the City
Council are silent on a matter of parliamentary procedure,
the then-current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly
Revised will govern the Council in all cases to which they are
applicable. ’

A. Rules of Debate.

1.

When any Codncilmember wishes to speak, he/she shall rise
and address the Chair.

2. When recognized, the Member shall, in a courteous manner,
confine comments to the question under debate.

3. The Councilmember who sponsors a Bill, Resolution or motion
shall have the privilege of speaking first and last upon it.

4. No Councilmember shall impugn the motives of any other
Member, or speak more than twice except for explanation
during the consideration of any one question.

B. Motions.
1. No motion shall be entertained or debated until duly seconded

and announced by the President.
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2. The motion shall be recorded and, if requ'ested by any
Councilmember, it shall be read by the City Clerk before it is
debated.

3. If no Councilmember objects, a motion may be withdrawn by the
maker before amendment or action.

4. Motions shall be entertained in the order of precedence outlined
in the then-current edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly

Revised.
%
5 B o
» < 8 % S
o2
MOTION TO: S £ B o o882
g 8 E 35 &3
» a < > =9
Adjourn Yes No No Maj No
Recess % Yes No . Yes Maj No
ey
Reconsider (except on final passage %s Yes No Maj No
of legislation) % '
To table ‘ Yes (z%Nso. No Maj No
To move the Previous question Yes )\No 2/3  Yes
To hold to a certain time Yes Yes “@é Maj Yes
To commit to a committee Yes Yes Yes'@;%aj Yes
To amend or substitute Yes Yes Yes Maj Yes

To hold indefinitely (see section 6) Yes Yes No Maj Sometimes
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. When a question has been held by motion, to a time certain, the
question shall not be introduced again at the same meeting.

. When a question has been held indefinitely by motion, i-the
question shall not be introduced again for at least 60 days.

. A motion to table an amendment shall not carry the main
question with it unless so specified in the motion to table.

. When a bill is put upon its final passage and fails to pass, and a

motion is made to reconsider, the vote upon such
reconsideration a motion shall not be acted on before the next
meeting of the Council. (See also Rule VI.G)
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C. Recognition by the President.

1. When two or more Councilmembers rise at the same time to
address the Chair, the President shall designate the one who
shall speak first.

D. Division of a Question.

1. Any Councilmember may call for a division of a question, which
shall be divided if it embraces subjects so distinct that one being
taken away, a substantive proposition shall remain for the
decision of the Council, but a motion to strike out and insert
shall not be divided.

E. Point of Order.
1. The President shall decide all points of order.

2. If dissatisfied with the decision of the President, any Member
may appeal the decision.

3. Inall cases of appea%?question shall be: “Shall the decision
of the Chair be sustain&§®”

4. No Member may speak m%)? han once on an appeal without
the consent of a majority of ouncilmembers in attendance.

of the Councilmembers in attendantg. In case of a tie vote, the

5. The decision in response to thez’%il shall be by majority vote
decision of the President shall stand.Q)

F. Previous Question. %O
1. The previous question may be demanded by Mo
Councilmembers in this form: "Shall the main §dgstion now be
voted upon without further debate?" When a two-thirds (2/3)
majority of the Councilmembers in attendance vote to end
debate, such debate shall end.

VI. VOTING AT SESSIONS OF THE FULL COUNCIL
A. Voting Required.

1. Every Councilmember in attendance shall participate in the
voting process for all actions before the Full Council_, except
that Councilmembers must disqualify themselves from voting if
disqualification is required by either the City’'s Code of Ethics
(SMC 4.16) or the Washington State Appearance of Fairness
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Doctrine, and a member may disqualify themselves from voting
to avoid the appearance of a conflict of interest, unless a
majority of those present vote that there is no conflict. (See also

Rule VI.D.2) :

2. Abstentions are not allowed. Members not having disqualified
themselves pursuant to Article VI.--A.-1-abeve, shall vote “Aye”
or “No.”

B. Roll Call Voting.

1. A roll call vote is required when voting on final passage of
Council Bills.

2. Aroll call vote on other business may be demanded by two
Councilmembers in attendance, or by the President. In the case
of a demand for a roll call vote, the votes shall be recorded by
the City Clerk in the Journal of Proceedings. (City Charter
Article IV Section 4, Third)

3. Roll for a roll call vote will-be is called in alphabetical order,
except for the President, provided that each week that the Full
Council meets, the name at the beginning of the roll will-be is
moved to the end of the roll in a systematic rotation.

4. The President's ﬁénﬁe witk-is be-called last.
C. Voice Vote. “

1. A voice vdté' may be taken on any matter of business before the
Council except for the final passage of a Bill, unless a roli call
vote has been requested as provided in RuleAtticle VI.-B.-2-ef

D. Announcing and Recording Votes.

1. Upon the conclusion of the roll call or voice vote, the City Clerk
shall announce the “ayes” and “no's” and “disqualifications” for
all votes and enter them into the Journal of the Proceedings.
The announcement of the result of any vote shall not be
postponed.

2. When a Councilmember is in attendance, and has disqualified
him/herself from voting, the Clerk shall record and announce “in
attendance, but disqualified from voting.” (See also Rule VI.A.1)
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E. Proxy Votes.

1. There shall be no proxy votes. A Member may only cast a vote
if he/she is in attendance to do so at the time the vote is taken,-
except as provided for in Rule Il G.

F. Tie Vote.
1. In the event of a tie vote, the motion does not pass.
G. Reconsideration.

1. After the final vote on any motion, Resolution or Bill, and before
the adjournment of that Full Council session, any Member who
voted with the prevailing side may move for reconsideration.
Seconds to motions for reconsideration may be from either the
prevailing or non-prevailing side.

a) When the result o%ﬁnal vote is to pass any motion,
Resolution or Bill, a consideration vote must take place
before adjournment o%day’s session, or else there shall
be no reconsideration v

| (@

b) When the result of the final @te is o not pass a motion,

Resolution or Bill, the reconsi@ation shall not be acted

upon before the next regular mefgting of the Full Council.
(City Charter Article IV Section 1095

. 2. A motion to reconsider shall have prec;%ce over every other
-motion, except a motion to adjourn. 20

3. Motions to reconsider a vote upon amenc%ﬂts to any
pending question shall be made and decided at once.

Vil.  COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE -

VIL—Committee of the Whole is a special committee.

A. Assignment of Business to the Committee of the Whole.

1. The President or a majority of all Councilmembers may assign
any matter to the Committee of the Whole for appropriate review
and action, when the subject to be considered contains many
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2.

items and relates to diverse subjects, or is of significant concern
to all Councilmembers.

At the time of assigning of any matter to the Committee of the
Whole, the President shall designate the Committee of the
Whole Chair for this specific action.

B. Meetings of the Committee of the Whole

1. _The Council President shall approve the scheduling of meetings
of the. Committee of the Whole.

Preliminary agendas for Committee of the Whole meetings,

listing items on which discussion will be held or a
recommendation made, will be made available to the public. All
reasonable effort will be made to provide the preliminary agenda
online and in hard copy at least two business days prior to the

meeting. B
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VIIl. STANDING COMMITTEES - To Facilitate Legislative Functions of the
Council (City Charter Article IV Section 4)

A. Formation of Committees.

1.

Standing committees are formed after the biennial selection of a
Council President.

Formation of standing committees, i.e. the identification of
committees’ scopes of work, meeting schedules and
membership and Chair assignments, is accomplished by a
process of discussion and consensus among Councilmembers,
which shall be submitted to the members for ratification by
Resolution. :

If no consensus is reached, the President shall poll the
members and make a decision, which shall be submitted to the
Members for ratification by Resolution.

B. Membership of Standing Committees.

1.

3.
4

Membership of a standing committee generally consists of a
Chair, two memberg and an alternate, but may be established
as resolved by the@uncil.

In the event of a vaca%y of a Council position which requires
the appointment and/orsgection of a replacement
Councilmember, the con@ittee duties and responsibilities of the
replacement Councilmemfgy shall be proposed by the Council
President, and shall be estalished by Council Resolution to be
adopted within 45 days of th&Qate the replacement
Councilmember takes office. ®

Any Councilmember may attend aftanding committee meeting.

There shall be no quorum requirem%for standing committee

meetings. A
©

C. Duties and Responsibilities of Standing Committees and Members.

1.

Members of standing committees shall acquaint themselves
with the interests of the City specifically represented by that
committee, and shall make recommendations to the Full Council
on Council Bills, Resolutions, and Clerk Files, and such other
reports as in their judgment(s) will advance the interests and
promote the welfare of the people of the City.
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2.

It shall be the duty of each member of a standing committee to
attend the committee’s meetings. The attendance policy for
standing committees shall be as follows:

a) Members of standing committees are expected to ust
attend all meetings of said committees;-unless-excused.

b) A committee member may obtain a leave of absence or be
excused with the consent of the committee Chair.

d) Members attending standing committees shall not leave
standing committee meetings without notifying the
committee Chair.

Any Councilmember attending a standing committee meeting
may vote, or abstain from voting, on issues before the
committee.

Committee Reports: -

a) Standing committees must have a written record of final

action on any-legislation reported out to the Full Council.Bills

b) Reports of standing committees shall be entered in the
Journal of the Proceedings of the City Council.

c) Divided Reports

(1) Standing committees shall file a divided report
when there is not unanimity on the committee's
final recommendation to the Full Council.

(2) A divided report containing the different
recommendations from the committee shall be
made available after said committee meeting for
signing by those Members wishing to subscribe to
it.

(3) At least three days before scheduled presentation
of the recommendation to the Full Council, the
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signed report shall be made available to all
Councilmembers. .

(4) Only those Councilmembers having attended a
discussion of the Bill or Resolution which is the
subject of the committee’s recommendation, and
having voted “aye” or no” on the recommendation,
shall subscribe to the report. .

(5) Unless authorized by the Council President and
the committee Chair, a divided report shall be-not
be presented to Full Council until one week has
elapsed from the divided committee vote, in order
to allow Councilmembers time to review.

(6) When reporting recommendations to the Full
Council:

(a) the position signed by the majority shall be
considered first;

(b) whe there is no maJorlty posmon the

5. Standing committees shall vote on a final recommendation
on any Council Bill, Resolutio@@r Clerk File on the same day
that a public hearing was held hat item, except upon
passage of a motion by the Chan@g take-do so.

®
o
A
A. The Budget Committee is a special committe mprised of all
Councilmembers and chaired by the Chair of%ance committee.

IX. SPECIAL COMMITTEES

B. Town Hall is a special committee comprised of at |Egst four

Councilmembers and chaired on a rotation schedulertabhshed by the
Council President.

C. Committee of the Whole is a special committee comprised of all
Councilmembers: the chair is designated by the Council President.

D, The President may appoint other special committees from time
to time as the need arises.

AE. Preliminary agendas of special committee meetings, listing
items on which discussion will be held or action taken, will be made
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- available to the public. All reasonable effort will be made to provide
the preliminary agenda online and in hard copy at least two business
days prior to the meeting.

FE._A quorum for convening meetings of a special committee, or for
making recommendations, or taking committee action, shall be
determined by the Council President at the time the that special
committee’s assignments are made, or in the case of Town Hall or
Committee of the Whole, at the time of scheduling-

B:-G. Special committees shall not vote on a final recommendation on any
Council Bill, Resolution or Clerk File on the same day that a public
hearing was held on that item, except upon passage of a motion by
the Chair to do so.

H. Special committees may be of limited duration or focus.

l. Special committees must have a written record of final action on any
legislation reported out to the Full Council.
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X. DUTIES OF COMMITTEE CHAIRS

A.—Duties of the Chairs of Committees shall include:

4——Allow at each meeting a comment period for members of

2:3.

34.

45.

56.

6:7.

8.

8:9.

the public to address the committee on matters on that
day's agenda for that meeting, in accordance with
Legislative Department policy regarding public comment at
meetings.

3

2. This provision (Artiglg Rule X,A,1 of this document)
does not apply to Speci ommittees.

Call the meetings to order a@e appointed times, and record
the beginning and ending tim%f the meetings.

Determine and state the amoun@‘ time allowed for speakers,
and announce instructions to the akers at the start of each
meeting. The Chair may allow ad al time for the
submission of written comment from% public.

Advise speakers that their oral public c%ments are being

recorded. A
- <

Recognize Councilmembers and, in accord@nce with these
General Rules and Procedures, others who wish to speak.

Keep to the time schedule.
Stop oral public comment when repetitive or irrelevant.

Suspend the Rrules when appropriate, in accordance with
Article XI.--B of this document.

9:10. Invite persons to the committee table for the purposes of

providing information necessary to committee business, and
explain to those in attendance his/her reasons for inviting
parties to the committee table.
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40:11. Set the committee’s agenda consistent with the committee’s
assigned scope of work.

4+:12. Preserve order and decorum.

1+243. Present to the Council each year at a Full Council meeting in
January as designated by the Council President, the
committee's Annual Legislative Report. The report will identify
accomplishments of the committee in the preceding year and
objectives of the committee for the coming calendar year, in a
report format as determined by the Council President. (Added
Rule o danuons 14 A= F io 048

-~
» i < <

XIl. MISCELLANEOUS
A. Attendance at Sessions of the Full Council.

1. Councilmembers must attend all regular Full Council meetings,
unless excused. (City Charter Article IV Section 3)

2. Three Councilmembers, including the President or President
Pro-Tem acting in the capacity of the President, or four
members in the President’s or President Pro-Tem'’s absence,
shall be authorized to compel the attendance of absent
unexcused members at the Full Council meeting, but may
adjourn from day to day if necessary until a quorum can be
convened. (City Charter Article IV, Section 3)

3. A Councilmember may obtain a leave of absence or be excused
from a.particular meeting by vote of the Council.

4. No more than four Councilmembers may be excused from any
“one Full Council Meeting, except during the month of
November, when no more than two Councilmembers may be
excused from any one Full Council Meeting.

5. When the maximum number of Councilmembers has been
excused for any one particular meeting, the last Councilmember
having requested an excused absence for that meeting will be
considered “on call”. A Councilmember “on call” may arrange
with any other excused Councilmember to trade places in the
order of excused absences for a particular meeting.

6. Emergency absences may be authorized by the Council
President, who will announce the emergency absence at the
meeting.
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7. The City Clerk shall record the attendance and requests for
excused absence(s) from Full Council Meetings.

B. Suspension of General Rules and Procedures.

1. Any rule or procedure, except as noted below, may be
temporarily suspended for a special purpose by a two-thirds
vote in open session of the Members present.

2. The following rules or procedures established by this document
may not be suspended:

a) This section, XlI, B, K
b) Reconsideration section, VI,G
c) Executive Session subsection, Il, C,7

d) Those required by Charter

ée) . Those required by the%attle Municipal Code
&) . Those required by state@N

he CI is irectd to provide a
quide for compliance with Rule which shall be

attached as an .Appendix to these Rles.

3. When the suspension of a rule or proced% is requested, and
no objection is offered, the President or Chair $jall announce the
rule or procedure suspended, and the Council o%ommittee may
proceed accordingly. 09!

C. Action Requirement.

1. In March of each year, the Council shall consider for retiring any
Clerk File, Resolution or Bill which has been in a standing
committee or before the Council for at least one year prior to
that date.

D. Breach of Decorum.

1. “The City Council shall have authority to punish its Members
and others for disorderly or otherwise contemptuous behavior in
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its presence, and to expel for such behavior in its presence any
Member by the affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of its
Members, specifying in the order of expulsion the cause
thereof.” (City Charter Article IV Section 4)

E. Councilmember Objection to an Action of the Council

1. Any Councilmember may protest against the action of the
Council upon any question and have the oral objection entered

upon the Journal.

2. If the protesting Councilmember wishes the Journal to contain a
written objection, he/she shall file that objection with the City Clerk
“within forty-eight hours following the action being objected.

F. Electronic Recording.

1. Public meetings of the Full Council, including regular Monday
Briefings meetings, special meetings,standing committees;-special
committees,ad-hec-committees, Committees of the Whole and
special-Town Meetings, will be electronically recorded whenever
feasible. Executive sessions and those meetings exempted from
the provisions of RCW 42.30 will not be recorded.

2. The President or committee Chair is responsible for notifying
speakers that their oral public comment is being recorded. (See
also Rule X A 4)

3. The City Clerk shall maintain custody of these recordings.the

G'. ‘Public Access.
1. Members of the Public:

a) No individual other than the Legislative Department staff
may approach the Councilmembers or the Clerks while the
Council or committee is in session, unless permitted to do so
by the President or Chair.

b) During committee meetings and Council Briefings, no
persons other than Legislative Department staff shall join
Councilmembers at the committee table, unless specifically
invited by the committee Chair to provide information
necessary to committee business.

¢) Physical access to Councilmember office areas will-be is
limited and will-be provided only in accordance with
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established policies and procedures of the Legislative
Department.

d) Persons desiring to electronically tape (audio, video, etc.) or
photograph a Councilmember within the Councilmember
office area(s) may only do so with the permission of the
respective Councilmember(s) or their respective staff
members, when so delegated.

2. Members of the Media:

a) Access by media shall be in accordance with Legislative
Department policy.

3. Extraordinary Circumstances:

a) Inthe event of extraordmary c:lrcumstances the Council
President or his/her deS|g ¥, may suspend or modify
provisions in this section, , e XI,G, to protect the safe and
responsible functlonlng of the® 70 uncil.

H. Equal Access and Part|0|pat|on Requests%[ Reasonable
Accommodation. O

1. Upon request, reasol‘hableaccommodatl will be madeto
enable persons with disabilities to attend allgublic City Council

meetings. O)\

2. Because sufficient lead time is often crucial to %Council s
ability to respond to a request for reasonable ur,, odation,
anyone desiring an accommodation for a given mee
make his/her request at the earliest possible opportutjity.

3. Any individual wishing to request auxiliary aids or services or
other reasonable accommodations should direct his/her request
to the Legislative Department Administrative Staff.

4. Legislative Department staff will evaluate all requests and make
accommodations that are reasonable under all the
circumstances.

l. Use of Council Chambers.

1. Council business shall take precedenée over other uses of the
Council Chambers.
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2. The Council President or his/her designee shall review and

decide whether to approve proposed uses of the Council
Chambers for other City business or by other public entities.

J. Biennial Review of General Rules and Procedures.

1. The Council President and the City Clerk shall conduct biennial

reviews of Council General Rules and Procedures.

K. Amendmeniof General Rules and Procedures.

1. Amenﬁ%ents to these General Rules and Procedures shall be

by maj vote of the Members, and, if applicable, pursuant to
SMC 3.034030.

. Priorto con%ration by the council, amendments to these

General Rule#gnd Procedures shall be referred to a-standing
committee for r&@iw and recommendation-

(S
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STATE OF WASHINGTON — KING COUNTY

-~88S.

248693 No.
CITY OF SEATTLE,CLERKS OFFICE

Affidavit of Publication

The undersigned, on oath states that he is an authorized representative of The Daily Journal of
Commerce, a daily newspaper, which newspaper is a legal newspaper of general circulation and it is now
and has been for more than six months prior to the date of publication hereinafter referred to, published in
the English language continuously as a daily newspaper in Seattle, King County, Washington, and it is now
and during all of said time was printed in an office maintained at the aforesaid place of publication of this
newspaper. The Daily Journal of Commerce was on the 12" day of June, 1941, approved as a legal
newspaper by the Superior Court of King County.

The notice in the exact form annexed, was published in regular issues of The Dail'y Journal of
Commerce, which was regularly distributed to its subscribers during the below stated period. The annexed

notice, a

CT:31171&31174 TITLE ONLY
was published on

12/24/09

The amount of the fee charged for the foregoing publication i? tl/l)e sum of $.35.38, which amount

has been paid in full. // .
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Notary public for the State of Washington,

residing in Seattle

Affidavit of Publication
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